
 Newsletter Week 8 Term 2 2024 

 

Principal's Report  

 



Dear Parents & Carers, 

It has been a very busy term and as we close in on the end of semester students should be working very 

hard on finalising all of their different assessment items. This is the ideal time to work closely with their 

teachers to check on any incomplete assignments or any other work that they can still make 

improvements to. Checking the “To do list” on Google classrooms or having a discussion with your child 

with our which can be found on our website here.  

 

 

If you have any concerns around your child’s progress, please do not hesitate to make contact with the 

relevant teacher to get more information. We are here to support your child to achieve the very best 

results possible and the most effective way of doing that is to work together. 

 

On the evening of May 29th, we hosted our annual Information Night, where we were visited by many 

prospective students and their families from our local primary schools as well as nearby NSW. The 

evening was a great success with a fantastic turnout from our community. UCHSK teachers and support 

staff showcased all the amazing opportunities on offer here and the positive culture that exists. It was 

great to chat to many of the families who attended and we received some really wonderful feedback on 

how positively UCHSK is being viewed in our community. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all who 

contributed to this great event, in particular teachers Mark Scarano and Ian Lanham for their leadership 

in organising our Information Night. I would also like to thank the large number of students that gave up 

their Wednesday evening to show families around our facility and share their insights about our 

wonderful school. 

Enrolments for the 2025 school year are now open. Families looking to enrol their child can do so at the 

Education Directorate’s enrolments page on their website: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-

school-life/enrolling-in-a-public-school .  All in-area families yet to enrol their child are encouraged to do 

so as soon as possible, to support school planning for 2025. If anyone is having difficulty enrolling, please 

contact the school for additional support. We have staff available to sit with families and work through 

the online form if required.  

https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/our_curriculum/2020_assessment_calendar
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/enrolling-in-a-public-school
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/enrolling-in-a-public-school


From the start of term 3, parents and carers will receive notification of Subject & General Contributions 

for 2024. We have been very grateful for all the Library Trust contributions families have made thus far 

this year, with many of these funds already put towards great resources for our students. Subject & 

General contributions play a critical role in how our school resources many programs and facilities. In 

2024, using these contributions we hope to subsidise engaging guest speakers to enrich our curriculum, 

and upgrade resources for elective programs. Please keep an eye out for information about Subject & 

General contributions, early in the new term. 

As we close in on the end of term I want to thank our community for their support during my time as 

Principal. I have greatly enjoyed working with students, staff, parents/carers and members of the 

community in this capacity. I am more than happy to return to my role as Deputy Principal and continue 

that work around supporting students and staff and running the day-to-day operations of the school. I 

also wanted to share a big thankyou to Brad Robertson who has been the acting Deputy and Teg Spink 

who has been acting as the Executive Teacher for Student Wellbeing – they have both done a wonderful 

job. 

I look forward to working with our new Principal, Ms Kate Woods, from the start of Term 3 to ensure her 

smooth transition into the role. Kate has extensive experience as a Principal in the A.C.T. system and we 

are all excited to have her join us so that she can add to the great work that has been occurring here at 

UC High School. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Greg Stirling 

Act. Principal 

What's Happening at UC High School 

UC High School Band 



 

On Sunday the 2nd of June, UC High School Kaleen’s Concert Band took part in the National Eisteddfod 

Canberra. The Eisteddfod was held at Llewellyn Hall at The Australian National University. It ran for four 

days and included bands and groups from all over Canberra and interstate. With our band almost 

doubling in size this year, our group pulled together and put on a fantastic performance of three pieces 

including Rolling in the Deep, Arocknophobia and The Final Countdown. It was an awesome opportunity 

for our students to perform on such a stage in front of a huge audience. The students performed 

amazingly and were awarded a Silver Award for their efforts, which was an excellent outcome for their 

first Eisteddfod in the UC High School Band. Well done everyone who was involved! Also, a huge thank 

you to all the parents and Joel Copeland for their ongoing support!  

 



 

 

Reconciliation Week 2024 



 

Week 6 was National Reconciliation Week that celebrates Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, 

cultures and achievements, and how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

This year’s theme, Now More Than Ever, is a reminder of the importance of continuing the conversation 

around reconciliation and UCHSK began with a special assembly featuring a powerful video created by 

the Year 8 Cultural Integrity elective and students in the Bunji program interviewing students about the 

theme; thank you Sienna R, Yohaan S, Oliver H, Elizabeth D, Quan N, Arlo F, Misha P, Belinda M, Kahlin G 

and Mekhi B. You can watch the recording here. The assembly included a demonstration of the theme 

led by Cultural Integrity Action Team members Mr Gowers and Mr Hawke involving Thinley D, Lewis Y, 

Khalin G and Kane O. Ms Tracy Belin arranged a book display of novels in the library encouraging 

students to read literature by indigenous authors, titles are still available for loan. 

The afternoon was celebrated with a sausage sizzle and lemon myrtle cupcakes organised by Miss 

Bracken and Dan Q, Dylan P-R, Monique S, Jamie B, Sithmi A and Clover L. The highlight of the day was a 

moving performance by one of Australia’s leading indigenous performers Undiri man Jason Lee Scott 

where students enjoyed songs including Solid Rock, Took the Children Away and My Island Home with 

Charlie H on the bass guitar, Lincoln K on the drums and Kahlin G on the keyboard. Ella J, Sofia OD-C and 

Ivy B did a beautiful rendition of Blackfella/Whitefella. Charlie, Lincoln and Kahlin did a fantastic job on 

very short notice with the support of Mr Aron Lyon. 

 

A huge thankyou to everyone who contributed to the day, Jason Lee Scott for his performance, Michelle 

Coleman and Aron Lyon for organising the event and to all the students who contributed to its success! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Av2qxF2E1o&ab_channel=JamieHawke


 

 



 

Sports 

9/10 Girls Volleyball Gala Day 

UCHSK fielded two teams for the 9/10 girls volleyball gala day on Wednesday week 4. The girls had a fun 

day and learned valuable lessons about their true potential.  

 



X country  

A number of students attended the regional x country on Wednesday week 5, competing against some 

of the best runners in ACT. A big congratulations to all those that raced and especially well done to 

Charlotte Karl who came 2nd in her race. Congratulations to Oliver B, Amiee D, Blossom G, and Charlotte 

K who qualified for the ACT Championships which was week 7 this term. Well done to everyone who 

raced. 

 

 



7/8 Boys volleyball day 

UCHS Kaleen entered two year 7 teams to the 7/8 boys volleyball gala day. Both teams enjoyed the day 

and played to the best of their abilities even though the teams had a slight height disadvantage. The year 

7’s displayed great team spirit and development throughout the day but were unfortunately unable to 

snag a place in the finals. 

 

9/10 Boys' volleyball day 

UCHS Kaleen entered two teams into the Year 9/10 Volleyball Gala Day. Both teams represented the 

school at a high level with their sportsmanship and resilience. 

The Year 9 team showed massive improvements after their first game loss, going undefeated for the rest 

of the pool games to advance to the finals. The Year 10 team was strong all day and advanced to the 

finals after strong performances through the pool games. Both teams were unable to advance in the 

final but displayed positive attitudes - you made UCHSK proud! 

 



 

 

Teaching and Learning  

Year 9/10 Circus class 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The Year 9/10 Circus class at UCHSK is currently studying the unit Social Circus. As part of the course 

students have been investigating ways that circus can be used as a tool to support others and to support 

social change. 

Social Circus aims to introduce students to the history of social circus and its current practical social 

applications. Exploring both in theory and in practice the benefits of circus as a social intervention 

method. Students learn the philosophy that underpins the delivery of youth circus in Australia and how 

to deliver a social circus program. 

In weeks 4 & 5 this term, UCHSK hosted 88 Maribyrnong Primary School Year 1 students to take part in 

workshops run by our 9/10 class. Students were able to learn spinning plates, hula hoops, pyramids, 

tumbling, trampoline and trapeze. Then, in week 6, the 9/10 class visited Maribyrnong Primary to put on 

performances for the Kindergarten and Year 1 students. Everyone involved had a great time, and we love 

being able to connect with our community in this way. 

Ms Kordas. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Advice for students undertaking Vocational Education and Training courses  

Students currently enrolled in a Vocational Education and Training (VET) course may be invited by the 

Australian Skills Quality Authority to provide feedback over the coming weeks on their experiences with 

the program. This is part of our re-registration process as a Registered Training Organisation.   

Registration is essential and ensures we continue to deliver and assess nationally recognised and 

accredited VET training and qualifications.  

  

Participation in any survey or feedback process is completely voluntary. Students are encouraged to 

provide open, honest, and constructive feedback to help ensure we continue to provide you with the 

best training experience possible.  

  

For more information you can contact: Natasha.Leonard@ed.act.edu.au 

mailto:https://www.asqa.gov.au/rtos


PBL Update 

 

UCHSK’s 2024 Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) goals added a healthy dose of competition this term.  

Students at UCHSK are recognised with a KARE card when they show Kindness, Achievement, Respect 

and Endeavour. All recipients of a KARE card go in the fortnightly draw to win a canteen voucher.  

This term we trialled a group reward  for the Pastoral Care class with the most KARE cards across their 

subjects. The competition was fierce and by the time you are reading this, our winning class will be 

getting ready to enjoy the fruits of their success -  a hot chip lunch! 

As Term Two comes to a close, we are encouraging our students to be lifelong learners by maintaining 

their learning focus during final weeks of school and into the holidays. We are challenging our students 

to think about what they will learn during their break.  Will they: 

• Master a mountain biking skill? 

• Learn how to juggle, whistle, or podcast? 

• Read a non-fiction book? 

 

The School Paper 

The School Paper 9-10 elective is a new elective class run this year.  Over this semester, students in this 

class have created their own projects to work on, whilst experimenting with different production 

processes and work skills in order to create something they are proud to share.  The range of projects 

created has been phenomenal, from a self sufficient multipage pop culture magazine, websites around 

spider identification, information and infographics around famous historical figures, nail care, gardening 

tips, interviews with staff, interviews with students, new Olympic sports, and how to remember the 

names of our school goats – to photo spreads from school events, modifications to our mascot designs, 

hand drawn comics, music and band reviews, detailed electronic drawings, tips for teachers, staff pet 



profiles, guitar reviews, dad jokes and general information for all students around mental health, energy 

saving tips and what students like best.  More final projects are still being submitted, and now the class is 

working out how and where we can publish and share our work.  Included in this newsletter are 

selections from two students in the class, a student in year 9 and a student in year 10.  Other students 

have chosen for their work to be displayed on our internal screens or printed and left near student 

common areas for collection, so have a look next time you are in the building.  Some students have 

chosen to selectively share their work with family and friends, so again, keep an eye out for what may be 

coming home soon.  Each project is highly individual, completely created by students and has involved a 

fair amount of work ‘in the background’ – including learning to use different software programs 

including Canva, Google Sites or Google Slides – and is worthy of celebration.  What a fantastic way to 

end the term!  

Tap on the images below to read the cheesy pick up lines, humorous quotes and Dad jokes! 



 

1 - Tap to read 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

In Semester Two, the School Paper elective class will shift focus to creating the school’s 2024 Year Book, 

that will be available for purchase towards the end of the school year.  More information about this will 

be shared with the school community as the year progresses. 

Beyond News 



Term 2 has been a busy one for the students in our Beyond Enrichment program. Students in Beyond 

have been participating in a wide range of extension activities, including competitions, guest speakers 

and in-school programs, and excursions. 

Our excursion to the National Museum of Australia to visit the Ancient Egypt exhibition was a great day, 

with the 50 spots for the excursion filling very quickly, and our students learning lots about Ancient 

Egypt’s history and culture. The mummified bodies were particular items of interest for our students, as 

was some of the amazing art on display.  

We have also had some interest from our students about participating in the Tournament of Minds 

competition. This is a 6 week challenge that encourages teams to use creative, collaborative and lateral 

thinking to develop dramatic performance solutions to challenges from STEM, Language Literature, 

Humanities, or the Arts. There are still a few spots remaining for students who would like to join our 

team, and I encourage any students who are interested to sign up for enrichment opportunities. 

Students who have competed in the past have rated it as one of their favourite high school experiences 

and a great way to make new friends from across the school. 

Next term we will be participating in the Legislative Assembly Committee Challenge, which provides a 

team of our Years 7 and 8 students with the opportunity to participate in a mock parliamentary 

committee in the ACT Legislative Assembly. This is a great real-world opportunity for students to learn 

about the law-making process and meet some of the ACT’s lawmakers to learn about how the Legislative 

Assembly functions. 

Term 4 will see some of our students competing in the Ethics Olympiad. We will be spending time in our 

Ethics Seminars in Term 3 preparing for this competition, which requires teams to provide discussion and 

analysis of a range of ethical dilemmas, and then share their ideas with other teams from around 

Australia. This sharing of ideas between schools helps students evaluate and refine their own thinking 

and challenges them to consider alternative perspectives on difficult social issues. 

As always, we are always looking for new students to join Beyond, so if your child is looking for 

enrichment and extension opportunities, please get in touch with the Beyond coordinator, Conor Laenen, 

to discuss your child’s participation in the program. 

 

 



Career Hub 

 

We hope this edition of Career Hub News is informative as we recap recent significant events and share 

exciting upcoming opportunities in career development. 

 

White Card, Asbestos & Silica Training 

From Wednesday, 5th June, to Friday, 7th June, over 30 Year 9 and 10 students participated in the White 

Card, Asbestos & Silica Training. The students were highly engaged and found the sessions informative 

and valuable for their future careers in construction and related industries. 

Upcoming Work Experience (WEX) Placements 

The end-of-semester WEX placements for Year 10 students will commence in the next couple weeks. We 

are pleased to announce that half of our Year 10 students have received offers and will participate in 

these placements. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to gain real-world experience and insights 

into their potential career paths. 

Career Expo 2024 

We are excited to announce that the Career Expo 2024 for Kaleen High School will take place on the 

morning of 7th August for Year 10 students. This event will provide students with an excellent 

opportunity to explore various career options, interact with professionals, and gather valuable 

information about their future career choices. 

 

Careers Opportunities 

1. GSG STEM Expo – Year 10-12 On Thursday 15th August, from 10am – 4pm, the Government 

Scientist’s Group is hosting the GSG STEM Expo at the Great Hall of Australian Parliament House. 



Come along to this exciting event to learn more about the science activities taking place across 

government and discover the great STEM career pathways on offer! More information will be 

available via the website soon: Chief Scientist or contact ocs-projects@chiefscientist.gov.au if 

you have any questions. 

2. Vocational Learning Programs The ACT Education Directorate is excited to announce that 

expressions of interest (EOIs) are open for the GETS Electrotechnology Vocational Learning 

Program and the ACTI Beauty Vocational Learning Program. EOIs for these VLPs will close on 

Monday, 24th June, and Friday, 5th July, respectively. For more information about these 

programs, please refer to the attached flyers. We encourage you to share these opportunities 

with students who may be interested. If you have any questions about these or other Vocational 

Learning Programs, please contact Cyrus Wren at 0421 840 407 or VETforSS@act.gov.au. 

3. CIT – School Offerings In 2024, CIT is offering a range of events, workshops, and practical 

activities to provide school students with opportunities to explore campus facilities and sample 

course offerings across different industry areas. These programs enable students to explore 

various fields of study and are designed to connect them with industry, providing practical skills 

for real-world experience. Offerings include accredited and non-accredited courses for high 

school and college students aged 15 and over. Discover what's on offer in the attached Schools 

Engagement Calendar or visit: CIT Schools Engagement.  Please contact CIT Schools Engagement 

at CITSchoolsEngagement@cit.edu.au or (02) 6205 2033 for more information. 

4. Preparing for Pathways to Employment Post School - NDIA Please see the attached flyer for 

National sessions 1, 2, and 3 for “Preparing for Pathways to Employment Post School” and share 

within your schools. Tickets can be booked directly by clicking the links on the flyer (only one 

session registration needed). The NDIA invites students with a disability in Years 9-12, their 

parents, carers, and education professionals to attend a virtual information session. This session 

will cover: 

• NDIS supports available to help achieve the young person’s education and employment goals 

• Preparing for planning meetings 

• Finding a suitable provider 

• Case studies and scenarios 

For any enquiries regarding this session, please contact events@ndis.gov.au and include the session 

name in the subject line. 

As we continue to support and guide our students in their career journeys, we eagerly look forward to 

more enriching experiences and success stories in the coming months. Stay tuned for more updates and 

exciting opportunities in our next issue! 

https://www.chiefscientist.gov.au/
https://cit.edu.au/study/schools


 

 



 



 

Need to Know 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

As we come towards the end of semester, the mountain of clothing and other lost property items 

continues to grow. 



We still have a large number of items here at the front office after attempting to return anything that 

had a name label on it.  

All lost property items will be available for collection from 3pm to 4pm during the last week of school 

(1-5 July).   

The items that are not collected during this time will be donated. 

Family Contributions 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Each year the Board of UC High School Kaleen requests Library Fund contributions from families to help 

support and enrich learning opportunities throughout our school. 

2024 contributions to the Library Fund are now due. 

This contribution supports learning opportunities through the purchase of:  

• Textbooks 

• Fiction and Non-Fiction reading books.  

• Research materials 

• Library IT equipment and software 

The requested Library contributions for 2024 are: 

$200 for the first child  

$100 for subsequent children 

 



 In the above Family Contributions Graph 2024 

• The Green bars indicate the potential amount students would benefit from, if all families 

contributed. 

• The orange bars indicate the amount the school has received in 2024 from General Contribution, 

Subject Contribution and Library Fund. 

Requests for General & Subject Contributions will be emailed in Semester 2. 

 

Payment Details: Our preferred payment method is QuickWeb, the Westpac secure online payment 

system. QuickWeb can be accessed on our website.  Fee code / payment description: For what is being 

paid, Eg Library fund, General Contribution, Subject Contribution Alternatively, payment can be made to 

the front office. 

 

Your contribution is greatly valued and enables our school to deliver high quality educational programs 

for all students. Thank you for your ongoing support. Please note: The payment of all contributions is 

voluntary. The Education Act 2004 states that your child will not be refused benefits or services if you 

choose not to contribute. Individual records of contributions are confidential. 

Knowing your emojis to keep kids safe 

https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/payment


Do you know that a chili emoji      can have multiple meanings? Or what the acronym PIR or the number 

9 stands for? 

The Australian Federal Police (AFP) led Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation (ACCCE) is urging 

the community to understand the double meaning of emojis and acronyms, to keep kids safe. They offer 

some top tips for parents, and recent examples of emoji use and acronyms popping up with youth online. 

For more information, read the online article https://www.afp.gov.au/news-centre/media-

release/knowing-your-emojis-keep-your-kids-safe. 

Protecting ourselves from illness over winter 

The cooler weather is well and truly here. We have already seen an increase in COVID-19 and other 

seasonal illness at school, and across the community. It is important we keep everyone healthy by 

making sure we take simple steps to protect one another. As parents and carers, one of the simplest 

ways to do this is to keep your child at home when they are unwell. 

If your child has COVID-19 you must let us know by contacting the Front Office. 

Your child should only return to school once they are well, and their symptoms have cleared. 

 

Get vaccinated 

You are reminded that vaccination is one of the best ways to keep everyone safe. I encourage everyone 

who can, to get vaccinated for COVID-19 and the seasonal flu. To find out more visit the ACT Health 

website. 

 

COVID Smart ACT public schools 

ACT public schools have a range of strategies in place to keep everyone safe over winter. This includes 

cleaning of high touch points in schools, as well as strategies to ensure we balance ventilation and 

thermal comfort in classrooms to help prevent the spread of illness. 

You can read more on the ACT Education Directorate website. 

https://www.afp.gov.au/news-centre/media-release/knowing-your-emojis-keep-your-kids-safe
https://www.afp.gov.au/news-centre/media-release/knowing-your-emojis-keep-your-kids-safe
https://www.act.gov.au/health/topics/immunisation
https://www.act.gov.au/health/topics/immunisation
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/covid-school-arrangements/covid-smart-act-public-schools


Community News 

 

Warehouse Circus Inc. are delighted to open enrolments for another exciting Winter School Holiday 

Program! 

Our Holiday Programs are specifically designed to benefit young people to provide them with a way to 

keep engaged, fit, and having fun throughout the chilly holiday period. 

We have a full day program for teens (Next Step and Teens) which would suit the students of Kaleen 

Highschool perfectly. This program is from 9am-3pm every weekday in the second week of the school 

holidays. We also have a full day program for younger students aged 8-12 (Kick Ups) which runs from 

9am-3pm every weekday in the school holidays. Both these programs are available at our Northside 

space in Kaleen High School, and participants can enrol for one or both weeks.  

Attached is our Holiday Program Flyer; we hope you might be able to include information about the 

programs in your next school newsletter.  

You can find more information about the programs and how to enrol at our website: 

https://warehousecircus.org.au/classes/shp/ 

https://warehousecircus.org.au/classes/shp/


 



 

The Team at Pro Performance Cricket are excited to announce our upcoming T20 Smash Cup Tournament 

& Holiday Cricket Camps. We offer intensive individual and group skill development for our players 

across all facets of the game. With an excellent coach to player ratio, and a focus on a positive and fun 

environment it’s a perfect opportunity for the kids to enhance and develop their games while having 

heaps of fun, making new friends and taking their game to a new level.  

  

Pro Performance Holiday Cricket Camps info and Booking 

link: https://properformancecricket.com/about-us/cricket-camps/ 

  

T20 Smash Cup Booking info and Booking Link: https://properformancecricket.com/t20-smash-cup/ 

https://properformancecricket.com/about-us/cricket-camps/
https://properformancecricket.com/t20-smash-cup/


 



 



 

 



 

 



 

Contact Us 

UC High School Kaleen  

104 Baldwin Drive  

Kaleen 2617 

61420490 

www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au 

UCHSKaleen.infomation@ed.act.edu.au 

https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/
mailto:UCHSKaleen.infomation@ed.act.edu.au
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