
 
 

Tuesday 8th March 
Parent Teacher Interviews 

Online 
 

Monday 14th March 
Canberra Day 
Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday 22nd March 
‘Vietnam Dusted Off’ 

Year 10 
 

Wednesday 23rd March 
P&C meeting 

 
Tuesday 5th April 

Australian Geography   
Competition 

 
Friday 8th April 
Last day of Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 

       February 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the 2022 school year. UCHSK has started the new year in a very positive 
manner, again welcoming our largest cohort of Year 7 students in well over a decade 
(136 students). Over the first few weeks the Year 7 group have been inducted into what 
it means to be a UCHSK kid and how we align our actions with our school values of    
Kindness, Achievement, Respect and Endeavour. There have been lots of smiles from 
this wonderful group of young people over the course of their first few weeks, and I 
would like to thank Mr Pressley, our Year 7 Coordinator, for all that he has done to make 
their start to high school life successful. 

We have also welcomed a large cohort of new teachers and support staff in 2022. In this 
group, there is a combination of experienced educators and beginning teachers, bringing  
both a wealth of experience, fresh eyes and enthusiasm to the UCHSK team. A big       
welcome to: 

Conor Laenen - SLC SOSE/Languages 

Clare Melvin - Japanese 

Ashlee Wilson - English 

Katy Ryan - English 

Carley Love - English 

Amber Quigley - English 

Ian Lanham - PE 

Sushma Sharma - Science 

Emilee McFarlane - Science  

Matt Woolnough - Science & Ag 

Mel Apolosio - Inclusive Ed (returning) 

Bernadette Ellis Raya - School Psychologist 

Darby Medlyn - Youth Worker 

Roopali Blowria - Science/IT Tech 

With the beginning of every school year, we welcome new members to the School 

Board,  however, this also means the tenure of some Board members has come to an 

end. I would like to thank those at the end of their terms for the significant             

contributions they have made to the Governance of the school. Our school has      

continued to move forward in an extremely positive manner over the course of the 

last two years, and this wouldn’t have been possible without the strong support of 

the School Board. 



Principal’s Desk 

While we may have seen a significant change in student numbers and a changeover in several teaching positions, there 
are some things that remain constant here at UCHSK.  Our commitment to function as a Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) and our focus on every child’s learning, remain at the heart of all that we do.  In short, this means 
identifying your child’s level of knowledge and understanding in every subject and then responding accordingly, to 
ensure they achieve success. Further explanation of our PLC can be found on our website here.  A big part of operating  
as a PLC is making sure that students and families have clarity on intended subject outcomes (Essential Learnings).  Unit 
outlines, which articulate the identified ‘Essential Learnings’ for each subject and how these will be assessed over the 
course of a semester, are now available on our website here.   
 
Playing an active role in your child’s learning contributes significantly to their success in the classroom.  In week 6 of this 

term, on Tuesday the 8th of March, we will hold our first Parent Teacher Interviews for the year.  Due to the current 

COVID-19 restrictions, we will again be running these meetings over the Google Meet platform.  I encourage you to take 

this opportunity to connect with your child’s teachers, to strengthen the communication lines between home and school 

and to develop a deeper understanding of how your child is progressing with their learning.  Information on how to book 

appointments will be provided closer to the date.  Unfortunately, on these evenings there are always some who miss 

out.  If you are unable to make a booking with a teacher, you are more than welcome to contact them via phone or email 

to set up an alternate time for a discussion. 

In 2022, to support our classrooms to be the highest quality learning environments 

they can be, we introduced a new Mobile Phone Policy.  On the whole, our students 

have responded very responsibly to this change.  I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank all parents and carers for their support, ensuring the introduction of this 

policy has been a success.  I would also like to encourage all families to revisit the 

policy (available at the above link) with their child, to ensure this positive start     

continues throughout the 2022 school year.  

Lastly, I would like to again thank all families for their support with all COVID based arrangements in place for the start 
of the school year.  All information relating to the management of COVID at UCHSK can be found on the COVID-19    
section of our website.  One critical element in keeping our entire community safe, is ensuring that students stay home 
if they are in any way unwell, and only return to school if they are fully recovered.  If your child is experiencing any 
COVID-19 symptoms they should get tested.  It is also extremely important, that if anyone in your household does test 
positive to COVID-19, this information must be recorded on the ACT Health Online Form.  As per recent ACT            
Government announcements, school will now provide families with Rapid Antigen tests for a further four weeks.     
The next day for distribution of these tests will be Monday February 28th.  Please keep an eye out for your child’s tests 
on that afternoon. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Daniel Mowbray 
Principal 

https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/why_uchsk/literacy_numeracy
https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/our_curriculum/2_semester_2_unit_outlines
https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/533265/UCHSK_Mobile_Phone_Policy_2021.pdf
https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/COVID-19_safety_at_our_school
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/rapid-antigen-test-rat-positive-result-registration-form


Family Contributions 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Each year UC High School Kaleen requests voluntary contributions from families to help support and enrich learning 
throughout our school.  

Contributions to the Library Fund are now due. These contributions are tax deductible and will support learning 
opportunities through the purchase of: 

• Subscriptions to online learning platforms, which support deeper student learning and research (Mathspace, 
Stile and others) 

• Updated subject specific textbooks 

• Library based ICT resources available to all students 

• Fiction and nonfiction texts used for in class study, research, and leisure reading 

 

The requested Library Fund contributions for 2022 are: 

$200 for the first child 

$100 for the second child 

 

General & Subject contributions ($300) will be due in week 2 of term 3. 

 

Your contribution is greatly valued and enables our school to deliver high quality educational programs for all     
students. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Please note: The payment of all contributions is voluntary. The Education Act 2004 states that your child will not be refused  
benefits or services if you choose not to contribute. Individual records of contributions are confidential. 

 

 

FAMILY CONTRIBUTIONS 2022    Student Name:                                        Year: 

Payment method: 

 M/Card  Visa   Cash  Eftpos  Quick Web Payment* 

Quick Web Payment can be found on our website here. 

I hereby give authority for payment to be made from my credit card. My credit card details are: 

Card no: □□□□×□□□□×□□□□×□□□□  

Expiry date: ____ / ____   Cardholder Name: _______________________________   Date:   

https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/payment


Family Contributions 2022 

 

The blue bar on the graph below shows the financial benefit to the school if every parent/carer paid the full 

amount for: 

• Library Fund – Tax deductible 

• Subject Contribution 

• General Contribution 

The orange bar on the graph below indicates the amount the school has received so far in 2022 from Parent / 

Carer contributions.  



COVID -19 Information for families 

Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) 

 

• If your child tests positive with a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT): 

• they should isolate for 7 days and follow the guidance on the COVID-19 website, and 

• register their positive RAT result with ACT Health using the online form, and  

• tell your child’s school if your child was at school during the time they may have been infectious.  

 

• Registering a RAT result using the online form means ACT Health can contact you and provide further information and 

support if required. 

 

• If your child has tested negative with a RAT but has ongoing COVID-19 symptoms, they should have a PCR test. If the 

PCR test is positive, they should follow the guidance for people with COVID-19. If the PCR test is negative, they may 

return to school when they are well. 

 

Household (high risk) contacts 

 

• If your child is in quarantine because someone in your household has COVID-19, they cannot attend school during the 

quarantine time period. They are required to quarantine as a household (high risk) contact. 

 

• As a household (high risk) contact, it’s important that your child stays in quarantine for the full 7 days, even if they 

have returned an initial negative COVID-19 test during this time. 

 

• Once your child has completed their quarantine period, they can return to school, if they: 

• do not have any symptoms of COVID-19, and  

•   have had a negative exit quarantine test. 

 

Information about children and COVID-19 is available on the ACT COVID-19 website. 

 

Boosters 

 

• Boosters are recommended for everyone aged 16 and over who received their second dose more than three 

months ago. 

• A booster dose will give even more protection from severe illness with COVID-19. 

• Appointments are readily available at ACT Government COVID-19 vaccination clinics by calling 5124 7700 or going 

online and using MyDHR. 

• You can also get your booster from your local GP or pharmacy using the Vaccine Clinic Finder.  

 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/children-and-covid-19


Visual Arts 

Visual Art News February 2022  

We are very excited to have our Artist in Residence Program commence this term with visiting Canberra Artist 

Faith Kerehona @faithsprays. 

Faith delivered a series of thought-provoking Artist Talks to our art classes during her residency. Students            

discussed issues around our local environment and what our community, friendships and learning spaces mean to 

us. Students researched local artworks and public art, investigating imagery in our community. Provoking           

conversations, in how this type of creative expression plays a part in having a voice, symbolising things we feel 

strongly about and how this reflects our sense of ‘identity and belonging’. 

 

 

  



Visual Arts  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Faith engaged with students across the whole school, visual art classes and those participating over recess and lunch 

breaks. It’s been fabulous to see so many students engage in this creative opportunity.  

I have included some images of the Mural Project from the beginning to the end of week 3. I will follow up with       

images of the completed mural work.  

I would like to thank the PC Board Grant program in supporting this creative project, which has been a fantastic       

opportunity for students, both challenging and collaborative task to include in our learning programs. 



Cultural Integrity  

 

Cultural Integrity in University Canberra High School Canberra  

My name is Hamid Bin Saad. I am a proud Nyikina, Mangala, Walmatjarri first nations man from the East            
Kimberly’s. 

I have currently been working as a Cultural Integrity Coordinator (CIC) at UC High School Kaleen for the past year 
and a half and have been working for the Education Directorate since 2016 acting in my role as a Communication 
Engagement Field Officer with the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Section.  

My role over the year is to support all teachers and school staff to build and embed cultural integrity in all settings. 
I intend to do this by developing whole school approaches for enhancing understanding about and through        
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures.  

I am not specifically working with our First Nations students as I will be working closely with teachers to build their 
knowledge, skills and confidence. I would, however, love to get to know First Nations students and families in this 
space and hear your voice about how the school can improve with reflecting our cultures in the curriculum and 
making the school a culturally safe space for mob.  

I have made some great connections with our students and teachers here in UCHSK, and truly value the voices of 
families to help guide, shape and improve a safe and cultural space for our kids. When face-to-face meetings are 
safe, I’d be happy to have a cuppa and a yarn with you at the school. 

I will continue to share as much information as I possibly can to keep the community updated about our cultural 
integrity journey, and to share Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, news and events.  

You are welcome to contact me through phone, email or the front office on (02) 6142 0490 with any questions you 
might have about our cultural integrity journey. 

 

Much appreciated 

 

Hamid Bin Saad| Cultural Integrity Coordinator 

ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education 

University of Canberra High School Kaleen 

E: hamid.binsaad@ed.act.edu.au 

Ph: 0481 093 775 

 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the ACT and their continuing connection to land and     
community.  

I pay my respect to them and their culture, and to the past, present and future Elders. 

mailto:hamid.binsaad@ed.act.edu.au


SOSE/Languages update 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to a new year of SOSE and Languages! This year the team welcomes a new Executive teacher, Mr Conor 

Laenen, as well as a new Japanese/SOSE teacher, Ms Clare Melvin. We are also joined by Ms Ashlee Wilson and Ms  

Amber Quigley, who will both be teaching SOSE and English this year. All of our new staff are really excited to be a part 

of the UCHSK SOSE and Languages team and looking forward to exploring History in SOSE and Japanese in Languages 

with our classes this semester. 

Semester One will provide students with a number of great opportunities to extend their SOSE 

skills and understandings outside of the classroom. 

The Australian Geography Competition will be held on Tuesday, 5 April, while the Australian 

History Competition is on Tuesday, 31 May. Students who wish to participate in these         

competitions can visit Mr Laenen in the English/SOSE/Languages staffroom to get more        

information and a permission note. 

On Tuesday 22 March all Year 10 students will have the opportunity to attend the ‘Vietnam, 

Dusted Off’ performance, which will be held here at UCHSK. This is an amazing performance that explores the            

experiences of Australians who served in Vietnam, as well as the families they returned home to. It will be great to see 

our Year 10s at the performance and will certainly add to the learning they are doing in the classroom this semester. 

All SOSE students from Year 7 to 10 will be completing their first assessment task for the year in Week 5. This task, 

which we call the CAT, is a source study that requires students to read and analyse a range of sources about their topic 

of study and use those sources to answer inquiry questions. Students have all been provided with a paper and digital 

copy of the source sheet, and we do encourage them all to spend some time outside of class reading these sources in 

preparation for the CAT. 

In Japanese, students will all be working in their Japanese or Japanese Extension classes, with most assessment across 

all classes designed to be ongoing through smaller class-based tasks that enable your children to grow their                

understanding of Japanese language and culture. In Languages we are always looking for new ways to immerse our  

students in the language and we are hoping that this year we will be able to introduce some exciting new opportunities 

for UCHSK students to develop authentic interactions with others in the Japanese language. 

Once again, welcome back. Everyone in the SOSE and Languages team is really looking forward to a great year working 

with our classes!   

 



PBL 

At the end of the year we celebrated our most  

positive students who had received the most KARE 

cards to acknowledge their positive  behaviours. 

They spent the whole year meeting and exceeding 

our high expectations for being SAFE, RESPECTFUL 

LEARNERS.  We ate sausages and played games and 

hung out and had fun.  

These rewards at the end of each semester are 

something to aim for.  Be respectful, be a learner, 

point it out to your teacher if they aren’t noticing, 

and get your KARE cards in to reserve your place 

for the next one! 

 

The PBL Team 

eSafety 

After such a great response to the webinar series last year, eSafety is pleased to announce a new and expanded 

program in 2022.  

eSafety’s free webinars are designed to give parents and carers the knowledge, skills and tools to support their  

children to have a safe and positive experience online.  

 

Term 1 webinar topics: 

• Helping kids thrive online. 

• Cyberbullying and online drama.  

 Each of these webinars will be offered three times during the term.  

 

To meet the growing demand, the education and training team is expanding the program in 2022 to include more 

dates and topics to support school communities. Each month, they will present either a new webinar topic or a  

video with simple tips to keep young people safe online.  

Subscribe to eSafetyNews for dates and registration details or visit Webinars for parents and carers | eSafety Com-

missioner   

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/subscribe
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars


Community News 

  



 

Student Injury Information 

 
Insurance and Ambulance Transport 

The Education and Training Directorate does not provide any insurance cover for injury, disease or illness 

to students resulting from school activities or school-organised excursions. Claims for compensation are 

met where there is a legal liability to do so.  Liability is not automatic and depends on the circumstances in 

which any injury, disease or illness was sustained. You should therefore consider whether taking out 

personal insurance cover for your child is warranted. 

 

  

Communications 

Occasionally parents/carers need to contact young people at 

school. The school will make every effort to facilitate 

immediate contact in an emergency or otherwise urgent 

situation.  

However, we ask that parents/carers be patient with the 

school in the case of non-urgent situations. School staff will 

endeavour to get messages to students in a way that 

minimises disruption to student learning.  

The school minimises the use of the PA system for this 

reason. The PA system will generally not be used to contact 

individual students. In non-urgent situations students will be 

asked to make contact with parents during recess or lunch 

breaks.   

Student absences 

Please note the number to call if your child is going 

to be absent from school is:  

6142 0484  

 

We would appreciate contact with the school be-

fore 9.15am. A message can be left on the school 

answering machine prior to 8.30am or email to 

UCHSKaleen.Rolls@ed.act.edu.au  

Newsletter 

 

UCHS Kaleen newsletters are sent home via email 

and displayed on our website for viewing by our 

school community.   

 

Parents are often advised of school activities and 

events in the newsletters so it is very important that 

you advise us of any changes to your email address. 

Chromebooks 

A reminder to all students that Chrome-

books must be brought to school fully 

charged and labelled for identification.  

We do not have spare devices available 

for students to use. 


