


 

2  

 

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA HIGH SCHOOL KALEEN 

 

UCHSK 
2019 PROSPECTUS  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

At University of Canberra High School Kaleen (UCHSK), we cater for students in Year 7 
to Year 10, from a richly diverse range of backgrounds. We are a small, but growing, 
school with a strong sense of community and pride. We take great satisfaction in 
knowing our students well and developing core and enrichment programs that meet 
the individual needs of all students.  
 
UCHSK is a professional learning community, committed to working collaboratively, and 
focussing on learning and on results. Our dedicated staff maintain high expectations 
both of themselves and of their students. They will challenge students to achieve their 
best and support them to do just that. 
 
Our staff wholly believe that all students can learn, and can achieve success in all 
aspects of their learning when they are provided with quality teaching practices and 
the time and support they need to do well.  We will do whatever it takes to make sure 
that occurs. 
 
On behalf of our staff, students and our wider community, I look forward to providing 
your child with an outstanding learning opportunity, in a caring and supportive 
environment. 
 
Lana Read 
Principal 
University of Canberra High School Kaleen 
02 61420490 
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MISSION, VISION, VALUES AND VALUES 

Our Mission: 

At UCHSK, we will function as a Professional Learning Community, collaborating to ensure the academic, 
social and emotional growth of each student, through quality and purposeful educational experiences. 
We will do whatever it takes, to ensure all students achieve success. 
 

Our Vision: 
UCHSK thrives on a foundation of strong relationships, where individuals are valued and all student needs 
are met. There are high expectations of student behaviour and academic endeavour. All students achieve 
success. 
 
 

Our Values: 
Kindness:  
Our school is inclusive and we value the differences between each and every one of us; in fact, we 
celebrate difference. We believe in developing and maintaining strong friendships and making sure 
everybody feels safe and included. 
Achievement:  
We focus on learning and set high expectations for both social and academic achievement. We believe 
that all growth is a success, but excellence is something we should always aim for. 
Respect:  
We demonstrate respect through our positive behaviours, always being honest, taking responsibility for 
our own learning as well as the learning of others, taking responsibility for our own actions and by taking 
great pride in our school. 
Endeavour:  
We value the effort people make when they try hard to achieve their goals or accomplish something new; 
we value growth. Actively participating in school life, using feedback to improve our work and always 
looking for ways to improve are all signs of endeavour. 

 

ALS AND VALUES 
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KEY CONTACTS 

 
 
Principal Lana Read 
 

Deputy Principal Daniel Mowbray 
 
 
 

Executive Staff 
 

SOSE / Languages Megan Lovell 

English  Carol Ellis 

PE / Health / Student Services Greg Stirling  

Inclusive Education / Student Services Jenelle Reynolds  

Science / Pastoral Care Gary Rolfe 

Mathematics / Technology / Arts  Cameron Major 

Business Manager Merrielle Reed 
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SCHOOL TO HOME COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

ENROLMENTS 

Enrolment is through an online form available on the school website or the ACT Education Directorate 
website. Please submit this electronic form by Monday 2nd of July 2018. Families without internet 
access are invited to come into the school to complete the form online. 
 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) at UCHSK 
UCHSK is a BYOD school in accordance with the ACT ED. We are committed to embedding the use of 
personal electronic devices at school to deepen learning, prepare students for college and work life and 
support a personalised, student-centred approach.  All students are provided with a Chromebook as a 
part of the ACT Government’s Technology Enabled Learning initiative.   Having their own device opens 
a whole new world of learning opportunities for students.  This may include, but is not limited to, 
greater collaboration with classmates, peers and potentially other students all over the world, greater 
differentiation to suit the individual’s learning needs and the opportunity 
to access their learning content anytime, anywhere. More information on 
the BYOD can be found on the school or the Education Directorate 
websites. 

  
  School Phone Number 61420490 

  
  School Fax Number 61420494 

  
  School E-Mail UCHSKaleen.information@ed.act.edu.au 

  
  School Website www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au 

  
  School Newsletter Emailed twice a term: Wks 4 & 7 

 School Facebook University of Canberra High School Kaleen 

  
Student Reports Each term 

  
  Parent Teacher Interviews Each semester 

  
  Parent Information Evenings As advertised 

  
  P&C Meetings & Forums Twice each term 

  
School Board Meetings Twice each term 

  
SMS messaging of student absence Daily 

mailto:UCHSKaleen.information@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au
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SCHOOL TIMETABLE 

The school timetable operates on a two week cycle. Students meet with their Pastoral Care 
Group every morning for ten minutes for roll mark and daily announcements. Students attend 
year group assembly one morning each fortnight. Students are enrolled in seven lines (or 
classes) which occur seven times each fortnight. Whole school assemblies are held 
fortnightly.  The 2019 timetable is currently being reviewed.  The UCHSK community will be 
notified of any changes later in the 2018 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

The UCHSK uniform consists of: 
 School polo 
 School  or plain navy jumper or jacket 
 Navy or black pants, shorts or skirt (of an appropriate length) 
 The designated PE shirt 
 
N.B.  
 Leggings may only be worn beneath skirts or shorts. 
 Hats, hoods and beanies may not be worn inside the school building. 
 Any shirt worn must cover shoulders and biceps, have an appropriate neck-line and be an 

appropriate length. 
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EDUCATION FACILITIES 

 Dedicated classrooms in a traditional setting  

 Hospitality Trade Skills Centre  

 Agriculture and Animal Husbandry learning facilities 

 Modern library with ICT facilities 

 Computer lab 

 Wireless Network  

 Chromebook trolleys 

 Gymnasium with change rooms 

 Science laboratories 

 Art areas  

 Woodwork areas 

 Metalwork areas 

 STEM classroom with Makerspace 

 Home Economics  

 Music/band suite  

 Modern Performing Art studio  

 Inclusive Education Hub  

 Canteen 
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STUDENT WELLBEING 

STUDENT WELLBEING TEAM 

Deputy Principal: Daniel Mowbray 

Student Services SLCs:  Greg Stirling, Jenelle 

Reynolds 

Pastoral Care SLC: Gary Rolfe 

Youth Worker: Kwabena Agyeman-Manu 

Chaplain: Elley Clements 

Psychologist: Meg Lewis 

 

STUDENT SERVICES 

The Student Services Team supports teachers in the use of positive classroom management 
strategies to ensure a positive learning environment for all students. Teachers develop class rules, 
establish expectations for behaviour, monitor and respond to appropriate and inappropriate 
behaviour, use strategies that reduce escalation and develop strong supportive and caring 
relationships with all students.  

 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES 

UCHSK has a psychologist who works at the school with students two days a week. In addition to this, 
a full time youth worker supports students and facilitates proactive youth support programs.  A part-
time chaplain not only supports students with their spirituality but also to build positive relationships 
with their peers and  develop leadership skills. 
 
UCHSK has very strong partnerships with Menslink, Mental Illness Education ACT, Raising Hope, The 
Junction, Belconnen Community Service and other organisations that assist us to provide support or 
run programs for students. 

Current Executive Year Co-ordinator Year Co-ordinator 

Year 7 Carol Ellis Brandon Steele 

Year 8 Gary Rolfe Nicole Smith 

Year 9 Megan Lovell Michelle Coleman 

Year 10 Cameron Major Colin Montgomery 

Yr 7/2019 TBA TBA 



 

11  

 

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA HIGH SCHOOL KALEEN 

 
POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS FOR LEARNING (PBL) 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) is a 
school-wide approach that addresses 
problem behaviour and reduces its effects on 
student outcomes and on the school 
community as a whole. PBL identifies and 
rewards positive behaviour demonstrated by 
students, leading to improved self-concept 
and increased motivation to learn.  

At UCHSK students  demonstrate our school 
values and expected behaviours every day.  
Teachers see and appreciate these positive 
behaviours and enjoy acknowledging and 
celebrating them. 

Students and staff worked together to 
identify the positive behaviours we would 
like to see in various areas of the school. Like 
all skills, behaviours such as “using 
appropriate public language”  is something 
that we all learn. Through Pastoral Care 
lessons each fortnight, visual reminders, 
modelling, and positive reinforcement we 
strengthen and support these agreed and 
expected behaviours for University of 
Canberra High School Kaleen. 

 
 
PASTORAL CARE  
Hour-long Pastoral Care classes (PC) are held on a fortnightly basis during first lesson. The Pastoral Care 
Curriculum has a large focus on social and emotional learning. PC supports students to build resilience, a 
growth mindset and make smarter choices. PC also supports the Student Pathways process and the 
preparation of students for life after high school. Special presentations with a wellbeing focus are also 
embedded into the Pastoral Care Program. 
 
PC classes also meet for 10 minutes at the start of each day. This gives staff and students an opportunity 
to monitor attendance and general student progress, check in together and disseminate daily information. 
PC teachers also provide support and refer students for additional support if needed, assist with the ILP/
CLP & PLP process for students with special needs, students in care and A&TSI students. For Year 7 
students, there is a major focus on settling into all aspects of high school life including making new friends 
and adjusting to the differences between primary school and high school. 
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 

UCHSK is a fully accessible and inclusive school where our diverse group of students are enriched and 
challenged through quality teaching to achieve high standards. Our innovative and dynamic educational 
programs are based on the Australian Curriculum and are differentiated to ensure inclusion and success 
for all. Every student is encouraged to be an active and meaningful participant in each area of the 
curriculum. 
 
Our highly skilled staff work collaboratively with parents/carers, students and the wider community to 
develop programs which cater to the educational and social/emotional needs of all students. Our whole 
school differentiation approach to inclusive education provides an environment where young people feel 
safe, valued and engaged in all aspects of the school community and fosters ownership towards learning. 
 
Inclusive Education students are required to have an Individual Learning Plan (ILP). An ILP is a working 
document designed by teachers in collaboration with students, families and others that identifies planning 
and evaluation of educational programs. 
 

 Learning Support Unit (Autism) (LSUA) - for students who meet the ACT Education Directorate criteria 
for Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

 Learning Support Unit (LSU) - for students who meet the ACT Education Directorate criteria for 
intellectual disability. 

 
 Inclusion Support Program (ISP) - for students who meet the ACT Education Directorate criteria in any 

category (includes vision and hearing). 
 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (A&TSI) - for students who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander. 

 English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) - for students who identify English as an 
Additional Language or Dialect. 

 International Students (IS) - for students attending from other countries. 

 

 

 

 

OALS AND VALUES 
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 ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER STUDENTS 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander program offers a wide range of support in academic and social 
development.  The A&TSI Professional Learning Team work individually with students to develop personal 
literacy, numeracy, social and transition goals.  The Australian Indigenous Mentoring Experience (AIME) 
works collaboratively with UCHSK staff to further assist A&TSI students achieve their goals and reach their 
full educational potential.  Various arts and community programs are offered through the A&TSI program, 
including the Bungee Program from Belconnen Community Centre and PCYC.  A&TSI students participate 
in reading groups set up with students from the Australian National University and University of Canberra, 
and they plan, organise and facilitate cultural events and celebrations throughout the year. 

 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE OR DIALECT (EALD) & INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS (IS) 
English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) is the study of English by students whose first 
language is a language or dialect other than English, and who require focused educational support to assist 
them in attaining proficiency in Standard Australian English. At UCHSK we support EALD students with 
individual support and tailored programming. The EALD coordinator works with teachers to advise on 
strategies to assist students.  

UCHSK embraces cultural diversity and is proud to host international students from several countries in 
our school. We offer high quality learning in a supportive environment to our international students, with 
the ability to individually tailor student programs. Students meet daily with our International Students 
coordinator. 

International students at UCHSK are supported by the International Education Unit (IEU) within the ACT 
Education Directorate.  

OALS AND VALUE 
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 AWARDS AT UC HIGH SCHOOL  

Student achievement is recognised through a wide range of awards throughout the course of the school 

year. 

Class based awards 

 KARE Cards 
 End of semester Achievement and Endeavour Awards 

Faculty based awards 

 End of year Top of Faculty Awards 
 Diamantina Scout Group Outdoor Education Award 
 Agriculture Award 
 Vocational Education Award 

Major end of year awards 

 ACT Education Directorate Year 10 Excellence Awards 
 ADF Long Tan Youth Leadership and Teamwork Award 
 Australian Catholic University Prize 
 Caltex Best All Rounder Award 
 Outstanding Sportsperson Award 
 Personal Growth Award 
 P&C School Citizenship Award 
 David Lamond Sports Encouragement Award 
 Trevor Ferguson Encouragement Awards for 

resilience and overcoming challenge 
 David Middleton Trophy  - UCHSK Dux 
 Principal’s Award 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

In Years 7 and 8 all students have the opportunity to study eight learning areas as set out by the 
Australian Curriculum. Students will access five core learning areas each semester, as well as Pastoral 
Care and Japanese.  This is enhanced with a selection of subjects that students elect each semester. 
D VALUES 

OALS AND 

VAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCHSK also offers a range of enrichment programs.  In 2019 these will include: 

  UCAN Excel 

  Instrumental Music Program 

  UCAN Rock 

 

A similar range of electives is offered in Years 9 and 10, including:  

 Visual Art      VET Hospitality 

 Photography     Textile Design 

 Wood & Metal Technology   Agriculture 

 VET Construction    VET Agrifoods 

 Master Chefs     Drama 

 UCAN Excel     iSTEAM 

 Sports Coaching     Outdoor Recreation 

Core Subjects Elective Subjects 

Mathematics Introduction to Art 

English Digital Media Art 

Science Wood & Metal  
Technology 

SoSE Young Chefs 

Physical Education / Health Textiles 

Language (Japanese, one semester) Agriculture 

Pastoral Care Drama 

 Circus 

 iSTEAM 

 Dance 

 Extension Japanese 
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CORE SUBJECT INFORMATION 

MATHEMATICS 

The Mathematics course, which is studied by all students at UCHSK, follows the 
Australian Curriculum across all of its Essential Strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Learning 
mathematics creates opportunities and enriches the lives of all Australians. 
Practical opportunities to test and utilise these skills are offered to show 
students how to apply the skills they are learning to real-world situations. 
Students also get to interact with the University of Canberra through events 
like Pi Day to help bridge the work they complete in class to the broader world 
community. 
 
The Mathematics course develops the numeracy capabilities that all students 
need in their personal, work and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on 
which mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics 
are built.  Students are encouraged to take up extension and enrichment 
opportunities, with the ability to access a 10A curriculum course and Australian 
Mathematics Trust’s mathematics and computational and algorithmic thinking competitions.  
 
Mathspace is an adaptive online mathematics application which is utilised by staff to reinforce normal 
class activities and for assessment. Students can log on at any time outside of class for additional practice 
to strengthen their learning. For essential topics in the maths curriculum, students will have multiple 
chances to demonstrate their understanding and students can be regrouped to provide extension or 
support as necessary allowing for adaptive and targeted support for your child.  

 VALUES 

 VALUES 
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CORE SUBJECT INFORMATION 

 ENGLISH 

English is essential in all areas at school, college, university and work.   English focuses on the use of the 
English language and the study of literature. Included in our curriculum are spoken, visual and written 
forms of communication. Students learn through speaking, listening, reading, viewing, writing and the use 
of information technology.  This also includes spelling, grammar and linguistic features in written and 
spoken language. Students read, view and create texts to explore ideas and test perceptions in creative 
and imaginative ways. Appreciation and enjoyment of language and literature helps students to become 
independent learners and develop an ever-widening language repertoire for personal and public use in 
contemporary society. 

Students are encouraged to participate in poetry and writing competitions, debating, state and national 
competitions, excursions, workshops and seminars. Students are expected to read a range of texts for 
course requirements and for personal enjoyment. 

Particular emphasis is placed on: 

 writing appropriately and correctly for a wide variety of purposes and audiences 
 writing expressively about thoughts, feelings, opinions and ideas  
 formal study of literature 
 developing skills in teamwork 
 speaking confidently in formal and informal situations and with members of the wider 

community 
 developing a critical understanding of the mass media 
 developing skills in responding creatively to texts. 
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CORE SUBJECT INFORMATION 

 SCIENCE 

Science at UCHSK has three interrelated strands: Scientific Understanding, Science as a Human 
Endeavour and Scientific Inquiry Skills. Together, these three strands provide students with 
understanding, knowledge and skills through which they can develop a scientific view of the world. 
Students are challenged to explore science, its concepts, nature and uses through clearly described inquiry 
processes.  
 
Each year group will have the opportunity to attend at least one science excursion per year and science 
week events are a major focus in Term 3 each year. UCHSK participates in several science competitions 
and we are looking to increase our participation for 2019. 
 
Students continually build upon a set of skills essential for conducting scientific inquiry and reporting, in 
research and communication of science from Year 7 to Year 10. The content is based upon developing 
inquiry and problem solving skills, together with a deep understanding of the major concepts covered, and 
is in line with the Australian Curriculum. Students at UCHSK also have the unique opportunity to use the 
Murnong Farm as a resource for learning science which relates to many areas of the science 
curriculum.  Science students at UCHSK benefit from our partnership with UC who provide access to 
resources and experts in scientific fields.  Additionally students may participate in the E2 extension science 
program at Lake Ginninderra College which is open to students from Year 7-10. 
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CORE SUBJECT INFORMATION 

 STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT (SOSE) 

Students at UCHSK complete a full year of study in SOSE, with the content taken from the ‘Humanities and 
Social Sciences’ Learning Area of the Australian Curriculum. In each year of high school, students spend a 
semester studying History, then complete units in Geography, Economics and Business, and Civics and 
Citizenship. 

SOSE is a dynamic and relevant learning area, and links are made with other areas of study and current 
issues in Australian and world affairs. Our aim is to develop students’ ability to make connections from the 
past to help them understand the world in which they live. Assessment is focussed on developing our 
students’ inquiry, research, writing and presentation skills. 

LANGUAGES 

Japanese at UCHSK provides students with the opportunity to understand the unique traditional and 
popular modern culture and language of Japan. Japan is one of Australia’s major trading partners, and 
tourism in Australia creates the need for speakers of Japanese. In Year 7 students enter either an 
introductory language unit or an extension class if they have studied Japanese at primary school. In 
Year 8, students continue to study Japanese culture as they improve their language skills. For students 
in years 9 and 10, Japanese is an elective subject. By continuing to study Japanese, students develop a 
working knowledge of the language and will be well equipped to enrol in a continuing course at 
college. In all years there is a strong emphasis on the development of speaking and listening skills. A 
school trip to Japan is planned for 2018.  
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CORE SUBJECT INFORMATION 

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 

Physical Education at UCHSK aims to enable students to live healthy lives. Year 7 students progress 
through units with the focus on the basic skills of throwing, catching, striking and kicking. In Year 8 the 
basic skills are reinforced within specific sports along with game tactics and sportsmanship. During Year 9 
our students continue to build on sport-specific skills. They also organise and run sporting competitions 
rotating through the roles of administrator, referee, scorer, player, coach, captain, manager and player. 
Our Year 10 students continue with their skill development through involvement in a variety of sporting 
competitions. They are also exposed to many community based programs and organisations to encourage 
a continued active lifestyle. 

Theory health units include Growth and Development, Health Lifestyle Choices, Drug Education and Peer 
Relationships. Personal fitness is a consistent priority throughout all year groups with one lesson a 
fortnight dedicated entirely to improving an individual’s fitness level. 
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SCHOOL SPORT 

UCHSK is involved in a wide variety of sports both within the school and external competitions. 

A large percentage of our students love being active during recess and lunch time and as a school we 
encourage this by creating structured opportunities during the breaks. Organised competitions occur 
consistently throughout the week and the gym area is available for certain year groups at certain times. 
We also have a strong culture of staff vs. student activities and games which generate strong interpersonal 
relationships and community. 

Here at the school we hold the traditional sporting carnivals of Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics. 
These days are specifically designed to cater for the needs of all of our students. Each carnival has a strong 
competitive focus which transitions into a greater emphasis on participation, socialising and enjoyment. 
Overall the days are all about building our community and ensuring growth and development through 
being active. 

Our school is committed to offering competitive inter-school sporting opportunities for as many students 
as possible. We offer the full sporting calendar to our students but the actual teams that we enter are 
dictated by student interest and staff availability. We ensure that all teams that go out to represent the 
school are prepared through rigorous training and meet our high expectations around conduct, application 
and attitude.  
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

Sports Coaching  

Sports Coaching is a Year 9/10 elective  in which students learn a comprehensive range of skills. Students 
have the opportunity to learn coaching principles and study how the body works, performs and reacts to 
different situations in theory and practice. Both practical and theoretical components will be assessed. 

Outdoor Recreation 

In Year 9/10 Outdoor Recreation is an elective where students study a range of topics relevant to outdoor 
recreation such as orienteering, archery, golf, bushwalking, mountain biking, tennis, basic first-aid and a 
variety of team building activities. Students will potentially have the opportunity to partake in a number of 
practical sessions, excursions and possibly a camp. These excursions will involve a cost. 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

AGRICULTURE  - Murnong Farm 

Murnong Farm has been developed along Permaculture principles to 
encourage students to be involved in a sustainable way of life. The 
animals and plants live in a unique system on three acres, where they 
benefit each other, thus minimising the need for machinery and 
chemicals.  
Murnong Farm has been designed to enhance accessibility for all 
student abilities. On the school’s farm, students learn animal care and 
husbandry amongst a range of livestock, and grow produce in the 
community garden.  
In Years 7 and 8, students have the opportunity to participate in 
Agriculture with a focus on the farm. Students participate in sheep 
judging at the Canberra show, the Cows Create Careers program and farming as an industry. In Years 9 and 
10 students can extend their learning by taking part in the ‘Statement of Attainment in Agrifoods’, a 
nationally recognised course, or continue their learning on the farm in food and fibre production, alpaca 
judging and goat and poultry breeding.  
The Agriculture Club offers students with particular interest more opportunities to participate in  farm 
activities at lunchtimes, before and after school and to assist in the holiday volunteer program to manage 
the livestock. 
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ELECTIVES SUBJECTS— THE ARTS 

VISUAL ART 

Visual Art engages, inspires and enriches all students. It excites the imagination and encourages creativity 
and expression. In Visual Arts, students experience and explore the concepts of artists, artworks, world 
and audience. Students develop practical skills and critical thinking which inform their work as artists and 
audience. They learn how to use knowledge, skills, techniques, processes and materials to explore Arts 
practices and different artworks and as well as make their own pieces. 

Introduction to Art: In Years 7 and 8 students can complete a visual art elective that involves students 
making and responding to visual arts independently, and with their classmates. They will be introduced to 
visual art through exploring the work of Australian, Indigenous and international artists and will be 
learning about the visual concepts of line, shape, colour, texture, tone, scale, contrast and form. Students 
plan 2D and 3D artworks for selected themes and create works using a range of media whilst learning 
about safe visual arts practices. 

Art 9&10: In Years 9 and 10 Art classes students develop their understanding of visual conventions 
including the elements and principles of design and composition. They will also develop an understanding 
of different Art movements through exploring a range of Australian, Indigenous and international artists 
and responding to these works in written and practical tasks. They create their own artworks in response 
to a theme or subject and identify the influences of other artists on their own artworks. They will learn 
how to evaluate how representations communicate artistic intentions in artworks they make and view.  
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS— THE ARTS 

DRAMA 

In Years 7 and 8, students have the opportunity to enrol in a one 
semester unit which introduces them to the basic skills used in 
Drama.  These skills are developed through warm-up activities, 
character improvisation, stylised movement and mime, role play 
and theatre games.  Students then build on these skills with 
some simple script work and work as a team (ensemble) to 
devise an original performance.   

In Years 9 and 10 this popular course involves students making and responding to drama as an art form, 
independently and with their classmates, teachers and communities. The course concludes with a 
collaborative performance displaying various techniques covered throughout the year. 

 

All of these activities are aimed at encouraging students to develop positive attitudes, teamwork, and 
applying focus and control in dramatic performances. 

Drama is a practical subject, with assessment conducted in class. This includes: development of skills, 
rehearsals, performances, and theory components including basic scriptwriting. 

 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

Digital Media involves creating representations of the world and telling stories 
through communications technologies such as television, film, video, 
newspapers, radio, video games, the internet and mobile media.  

Like all art forms, digital media has the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all 
students, exciting the imagination and encouraging students to 
reach their creative and expressive potential. 

As an art form evolving in the twenty-first century, digital media 
enables students to use existing and emerging technologies to 
respond to design briefs. 

Students work both individually and collaboratively to produce 
artworks. In Years 7 and 8 students explore genre through 
recreating a movie poster and producing flyers and posters using 
the Adobe creative suite. The Year 9 and 10 students concentrate 
on consolidating their digital media skills by furthering their photography skills each lesson learning 
creative techniques and exploring different photographic genres; putting their knowledge into practice in 
real world scenarios. 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS— THE ARTS 

CIRCUS 

Warehouse Circus and UCHSK have developed an elective available to all years for students interested in 
taking Circus training further. In this elective, students get the chance to work on higher level Circus skills 
such as Aerials (Trapeze, Tissu and Lyra), Acrobatics (floor tumbling, trampoline and Adagio) and 
manipulations (juggling, staff spinning and unicycling) and more.  

Students choose specialties to focus on more closely. The elective involves between three and four hours 
per week of training during school hours and it is strongly recommended that students enrol in the 
Warehouse Circus Core Program after school. With experienced trainers and performance opportunities 
throughout the program, this elective is a creative challenge perfect for keeping fit and developing focus 
and self-discipline. 

 
 



 

27  

 

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA HIGH SCHOOL KALEEN 

 

 

 

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS—THE ARTS 

UCAN DANCE 

UCAN Dance aims to give all students the opportunity to learn and experience modern styles of dance. 

UCAN Dance provides multiple opportunities for performance and showcases where students have the 

chance to develop a wide range of personal and dance specific skills. This elective is heavily ingrained in 

the performance culture being fostered at UCHSK, helping lead the way in boosting students’ self-

confidence and sense of self-worth via large scale performances such as UCHSK’s On the Road Tour, Big 

Night Out, and Limelight.  

All students have the opportunity to develop modern dance basics and intermediate skills, with a strong 

focus on Hip-Hop. Students are challenged to create their own choreography, learning to be creatively in-

dependent while working in and leading teams of peers. UCAN Dance strives to be diverse, challenging, 

enjoyable and exciting, offering many performance opportunities. 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS—DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Technology provides opportunities for students to respond to design challenges in a diverse range of 
contexts by "working technologically". Design challenges are situations, problems or tasks that have a 
technology demand and involve the design and development of new products and new ways of doing 
things. It combines creative thinking and practical problem solving skills.  

WOOD & METAL TECHNOLOGY 

Years 7/8 Wood Technology:  Students undertake a semester-long practical 
skills acquisition based course where they are exposed to the design process to 
guide the creation of design solutions; they design, make and appraise. Wood 
Technology has a focus on sustainability and students use recycled materials to 
create their designed solutions . 

Years 7/8 Metal Technology:  Metal technology is a skills acquisition based 
course where students use the design, make and appraise process in 
combination with their imagination and practical skills to make designed solutions from metal 
technologies. This Students will discover and develop skills in metal working areas such as wrought iron 
and sheet metal work.  

Years 9/10 Wood & Metal Technology: This course is semester long skills acquisition based course, along 
with the required theoretical components, offered in semester 2. This course is designed as a pathway for 
students to build on practical skills acquired in either the year 7 & 8 elective or VET Construction course.  
Students apply these skills to create a unique designed solution.  
 
This course is a Project Based Learning Environment where students will work on either individual projects 
or projects designed for use by their school community. Projects can be either wood and/or metal based 
or a combination of the two and or other technologies. 

TEXTILES 

Years 7/8: Textiles provides students with opportunities to develop knowledge and skills in the design and 
creation of textiles projects. Importance is placed on the development of basic practical skills which can be 
used at home. It also focuses on the design process, allowing students to take on 'design problems’, using 
creative thinking and design process skills to produce suitable solutions and make informed choices.  

Years 9/10: Through a study of Textiles and Design students will explore a range of decorative textile 
techniques including dyeing, printing, silk painting, machine and hand embroidery. Cultural aspects of 
design imagery will also be considered.  This knowledge will be employed in design project work to 
showcase their understanding of, and ability to use skills and techniques. The focus is on the use of textiles 
as a media to produce objects, products and artworks. 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS—DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

iSTEAM 

iSTEAM is a course of study offered to all years groups at UCHSK. 
Study in iSTEAM (integrating Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Mathematics) equips participants with the knowledge and the 
underlying skills of innovative problem solving and analytical 
thinking, packaged in a project based learning environment.  

Students are tutored and mentored to develop and utilise their 
cross-disciplinary understandings, including mathematical thinking 
and scientific literacy to realise their design solution. Students 
utilise their problem solving and analytical thinking skills to make 
engineered design solutions for real world scenarios. The program utilises hands on inquiry based learning 
techniques designed to challenge, extend and engage students.  

Class members have the option to participate in a variety of competitions and iSTEAM-based programs 
during the course. Students also have the opportunity to study a variety of project based learning 
scenarios which can include: sustainable vehicle design, electronics, drones, computer programming, 
game and app design, aeronautics, bottle rockets, the Mars Rover, bridge building or 3D CAD design.  
 

UCHSK has developed partnership with the CSIRO ‘Professionals in Schools’ Program and also the 
University of Canberra, to ensure students are provided with expert instruction and to foster pathways for 
students. 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS—FOOD TECHNOLOGY  

YEAR 7/8 YOUNG CHEFS  

This course provides students with opportunities to develop 
confidence in their practical interactions with, and decisions 
regarding, food. Importance is placed on the development of basic 
practical skills which can be used at home. It is based on the design 
process, allowing students to take on food challenges, using creative 
thinking and design to produce suitable solutions and make 
informed healthy choices.  

 

YEAR 9/10 MASTER CHEFS   

Students actively engage in learning about food in a variety of settings, enabling them to evaluate the 
relationships between food, technology, food science, nutritional status and the quality of life. The course 
provides students with an opportunity to develop proficiency in food preparation and service through 
design, project management and evaluations. Students are offered a range of units across four semesters, 
allowing them to diversify their interests. These units consist of: Introduction to Hospitality, Entertainment 
and Catering, Food Science and International Cookery.  
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS—VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING (VET) COURSES 

Nationally recognised Vocational Training is conducted at UCHS Kaleen auspiced by Lake Ginninderra 
College RTO. RTO code 88005.  

UCHSK provides students with opportunities to gain nationally recognised qualifications in the following 
Vocational Courses: AHC10216 Cert I in Agrifood Operations, Statement of Attainment in Construction and 
SIT10216 Cert I in Hospitality. These courses provide students with knowledge, skills, experiences and 
pathways to further training and full or part time employment.  
 

YEAR 10 VET CONSTRUCTION:  SEMESTER-LONG 

This is a semester-long competency based course that has been 
designed for students who are hoping to complete an apprenticeship or 
have an interest in employment within the construction and associated 
industries. Students develop underpinning skills and knowledge related 
to trade areas such as carpentry, roofing, plumbing, bricklaying and 
concreting. Students are introduced to key concepts from the National 
Training Package including Occupational Health and Safety requirements 
of the trades within the construction industry.  
  
This course has a number of theory components that are delivered in 
conjunction with the practical components; including an apprenticeship 
aptitude quiz, WH&S safety workbook, technical drawing activities, planning and project management 
processes and also assessable research projects. 
  

Key work skills covered include: applying mathematical understanding and concepts, accuracy, quality of 
work, initiative, working with others, time management and following directions and 
instructions. Students work towards nationally recognised competencies leading to a 
Statement of Attainment in Construction. Competencies achieved are eligible for 
credit transfer if the full, or related qualification is undertaken at a later time. This unit 
also provides an opportunity for students to undertake their White Card and Asbestos 
Awareness training to prepare them for part time work, work experience placements 
and Structured Workplace Learning. 

 

 YEAR 10 VET HOSPITALITY: YEAR-LONG  

This competency-based course provides students with the opportunity to develop 
vocational skills and knowledge in commercial food preparation, catering operations, customer service and 
food presentation. Students work towards SIT10216 Certificate I in Hospitality. A Statement of Attainment 
is awarded for competencies achieved where the full requirements for the qualification are not met. 
Competencies achieved are eligible for credit transfer if the full, or a related qualification is undertaken at a 
later time. 
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 Students learn about health, safety and hygiene procedures in the work-
place, food and beverage preparation, and service through catering and es-
presso coffee service. 

This course has a number of theory components that are delivered in con-
junction with the practical components; including planning and project 
management processes, assessable research projects, role plays, group dis-
cussions, interviews and presentations.  

 Students gain industry experience by taking part in Coffee Club once a 
week, staff café once a fortnight and undertake a week placement of Struc-
tured Work Learning (SWL) in identified hospitality establishments. Other 
simulated industry experiences include; catering for various school and 
community events in school and out-of-hours, mentoring catering sessions 
with network schools and opportunities to work alongside industry profes-
sionals for identified functions throughout the year. 

 

 YEAR 10 VET AGRIFOODS: YEAR-LONG  

This is a competency based vocational skills course that has been designed for students who have an interest 
in employment within the horticulture or agriculture industry. Students develop underpinning skills and 
knowledge related to horticulture, commercial gardening and livestock handling. Students are introduced to 
the key concepts from the National Training Package including Occupational Health and Safety requirements 
of the trades within the horticulture industry. Some of the key work skills that are covered are: quality of 
work, initiative, working with others, time management and following directions and instructions.  

Students work towards nationally recognised competencies that lead to the award of AHC10216 Certificate I 
in Agrifoods. A Statement of Attainment is awarded for competencies achieved where the full requirements 
for the qualification are not met. Competencies achieved are eligible for credit transfer if the full, or related 
qualification is undertaken at a later time. This unit will also provide an opportunity for students to under-
take their White Card and Asbestos Awareness training to prepare them for work experience placements 
and structured work place agreements.  

This course has a number of theory components that are delivered in conjunction with the practical compo-
nents; including an WH&S safety workbook, planning and project management 
processes and also assessable research projects. Students will be provided with 
opportunities to undertake Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) at industry level 
while undertaking the program. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM (IMP) 

The Instrumental Music Program (IMP) offers a school band program for concert band musicians . This 
program is available to students who have participated in the IMP in their primary schools as well as 
providing opportunities for other musicians in years 7 and 8 who have experience on an instrument in 
other settings. Classes are directed by two teachers – an IMP specialist and a UCHSK teacher. Instruments 
and print music is provided by the IMP and there is a small cost involved to cover this. There will be 
associated performances for the school and community throughout the year as well as participation in 
IMP events such as combined rehearsals with other high schools, Bandstravaganza and band festival.  

Students in the IMP program miss two one-hour classes each week in order to attend band. Sessions are 
scheduled to ensure that no class will be impacted upon more than once per fortnight. Normal IMP tuition 
fees will apply. 

 

 

 

UCAN EXCEL 

We believe that in all classes students should be extended in order to 
reach their full potential. Where students have particular interests, 
the school offers an elective extension course, UCAN Excel. This 
elective course allows students to pursue a particular passion.  
 

Throughout this course, students need to be motivated, take 
responsibility for, and ownership of, their own learning. Students are 
intimately involved in planning their own learning, formulating 
questions, investigating widely, create prototypes and designed 
solutions, and building new understandings, meanings and 
knowledge in an area (or areas) that they are passionate about. 
 
Previous student projects include game design, computer 
programming, web design, external course completion, a scripted, 
acted and filmed comedy series, fiction manuscripts, and award-winning art works. 



 

34  

 

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA HIGH SCHOOL KALEEN 

 

 

 

 UCAN ROCK 

The Rock Band Pathway Program, UCAN Rock, is delivered by 
our Musician-in-Residence, Aron Lyon. This popular program 
runs as a tutorial model once a week.  
 
Students receive individual and group workshops in voice, 
drumming, guitar, keyboard and a range of skills relevant to 
contemporary music. All bands have performance 
opportunities throughout the year. 
 
All students in the program join a band and develop their 
musicianship individually and as a group. 
UCAN Rock caters for beginners through to advanced 
musicians, and students with a background in more 
traditional music are more than welcome.   As an extra-
curricular program, music tuition fees apply. 


