Newsletter Week 8 Term 4 2024

Dear Families,




There has been a lot happen since the last newsletter with many exciting highlights to round

out the term, but its not over yet!

Highlights:

The Year 10 graduation, awards ceremony and formal. It was such a wonderful
community spirited event and an absolute joy to be a part of a well-deserved
celebration of learning and growth for our UCHSK graduates.

Road ready can be a hard slog but the carrot at the end is pretty great! Well done to
all that received their Learner Licence permits this week at UC Lake Ginninderra
College

Conducting lesson observations with the teaching team and providing feedback on
their professional practice and celebrating growth towards their personal goals

The in-house year 10 graduation was a real laugh. The school captains did a great job
at running the show, the staff awards were well thought out and very humorous and
seeing the tradition of being clapped out of the gym in just the same way they were

clapped into the gym in year 7 was beautiful to watch. There were a few tears!

Sharing lunch with the new House Captain School Leaders, watching them run their
first House Group meeting with the support of the House Patrons and discussing data
and evidence and their 2025 strategic direction

Spending time out on the playground wandering and chatting with the kids — this is a
highlight that one can enjoy every day!!

Sharing evidence of growth with all stakeholders at the School Board meeting, the
P&C meeting, the staff meeting and with the House Captain School Leaders

Connections being formed and strengthened with our incoming families through a
Community Forum, comprehensive transition programs and a P&C run second hand
clothing stall

Finding out that we will be getting a school psychologist allocated to us in 2025!!
Woo Hoo! Our new school psychologist will be with us four days per week in 2025.

Still to come:

We look forward to seeing many of you at the Year 7-9 Awards Assembly next week.
An invitation has gone home to the families that will have a child receiving an award
but all are welcome to attend

Friday 13th December will be a ‘School at the Pool’ Day, can’t wait for that one!



* Reports for Year 7-9 will be emailed home

e Farewells for staff departing us at the end of the year. Staff will share this information
with students when they are ready

e Activities week starting from next Wednesday
e PBL Reward excursion for selected students

e Postcards from the Principal will be posted shortly to those that have received the
required amount of KARE cards this Term

Thank you to the School Board, P&C, 2024 School Captains and all volunteers for working
alongside Dan, Greg and | this year. | hit the ground running in Term 3 and am looking
forward to some downtime over the Christmas break. Wishing you all a lovely holiday period
and look forward to connecting again in 2025.

Kate

Community Forum
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School Improvement Plan Priorities 2021 - 2025

Priority One:

Increase growth in student writing performance across all year levels and learning areas

Priority Two:

Strengthen student wellbeing through connection to learning and increased engagement across all

areas of school life

In addition to these Prioriﬁes, we also have Business As Usual
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P&C Update

3% Hey UCHSK Community! 3%

We wrapped up another amazing school year with our final P&C meeting of 2024 on
Wednesday.

Before | get to the meeting, a big shoutout to our incredible Deputy Principal, Greg Stirling!
Your contributions to our school community have been nothing short of exemplary and



extraordinary, and you will be truly missed. Those lucky kids are in for an amazing
experience working with you in the future. Best wishes Mr. Stirling!

At the meeting, Principal Woods took us behind the scenes, one example being her sharing
the data from families, students and staff that fuels the school’s annual implementation plan.
It is enlightening to see how a question on a Post-it note can evolve into a key part of our
school’s journey.

Exciting news ahead! The P&C is happy to support the formal library for next year's Year 10
formal. Stay tuned for updates as this project unfolds!

A huge thank you to Janelle Kennard as she is leaving this year. From transitioning the P&C
to charity status to her wise guidance, her dedication, capability and positive spirit have
been invaluable. Janelle, your high standards of excellence set a remarkable example for all
of us, and while it will be tough to fill your shoes, you've left us with an amazing model to
follow. Thank you for everything you've done — we’re so grateful to have had you on this
journey with us!

Hey Families! We’re on the lookout for your gently used uniforms that you no longer need!
If you have any that you can donate, please bring them in next week! Let’s come together
and help those in our community! Thank you on advance for your support!

Finally, the second-hand uniform pop up sale will be on Monday, 3 February from 8-
9:15am.

Best wishes to everyone to enjoy the summer holiday and we will see you next year!

UCHSK P&C Committee

What's Happening at UC High School

Farewell Year 10
After 4 years at UCHSK, on 28th November we said goodbye to our Year 10 Cohort of 2024.

Our graduation ceremony and formal took place at The Rex Hotel.
Families were invited to celebrate the achievements of our 2024 cohort.
Students received their Year 10 Portfolio and Year 10 Certificates.

We also celebrated the major awards winners, including a record 12 students who received
Honours (10 or more A grades over two years).



Students had time to take photos with their families before we started the formal portion of

our night.

It has been a pleasure being the Year Co to these 133 students over the last 4 years and |
wish them all the best in their future.

Teg Spink













Activities Week
Activities Week will take place from Wednesday 11 to Tuesday 17 December (Week 9 and
10). This will provide students with an easy-going end of the school year, with an

opportunity for them to engage with peers within their year group.

Considerations for students and families during the week:

High expectations do not change. We are all safe, respectful learners during this time.

Students are not required to bring additional resources as teachers will provide items
for activities. However, if students wish to bring a board game, card game or
appropriate social game to school, that is their choice.

— Students must adhere to the Mobile Phone and Chromebook Policy and must
not bring in their own personal devices (e.g. Nintendo Switch).

On Thursday 12 December (Week 9) UCHSK will hold their End of Year Awards
Ceremony, which should start around 11:30am. An email will be sent to families with
additional information if their child is receiving an award.

On Friday 13 December (Week 9) there is a whole school excursion to Dickson Pool.
Online consent forms have been emailed to families and must be completed by
Wednesday 11 December.

- Students will make their way to the venue via private travel. All students will
be dismissed from the venue at 3pm.

— UCHSK staff are required to supervise children until they are collected from
the venue. Students are to be collected no later than 3pm.



Sports Report

Sports wrap up

It was a very successful year in sport, with an unprecedented number of students trialling for
each of our sporting teams. It was the first year that we have had to run trials for all of the
sports. | would like to thank all the coaches who took time out of their busy schedules to
help facilitate the different sports. And finally, | would like to thank all the students and their
families who continue to support your child/ren by submitting permission forms in time and
getting them to the different sporting grounds. Without you and your support, there
wouldn’t be the variety of sporting days that are on offer. | look forward to working with you
all again in the new year with hopefully even more sports on offer.

Enjoy the festive season and see you all again in the New Year.

Basketball




Tuesday week 4 saw UCHSK send a 7/8 and 9/10 boys basketball team off to the Secondary
North Boys basketball gala day. Both teams had challenging days but were competitive in
each game. They both ended the day with 1 win from 4 games. The boys represented the
school and its values to the highest level throughout the day and can hold their heads high.

On Tuesday week 5, UCHSK sent a 7/8 and 9/10 team to the Secondary North Girl's
basketball gala day. It was a challenging day for everyone with the 7/8 narrowly missing out
on a win, with all 4 games losing by under 8 points. The 9/10’s showed incredible heart and
resilience in every game, with a clear gap in experience being exploited by the opposition.
All the girls had a great day learning lots and many are excited for next year.

Teaching and Learning

Flight simulator excursion

At the start of term, 33 enthusiastic year 8, 9 and 10 UCHSK students went on an excursion
to Jetflight Simulator in Lyneham to get a sense of what it's like to fly the world's most
popular commercial jet, the Boeing 737. The school board generously covered the cost for
participation and students needed to apply and meet at least one of a number of criteria.
This included being in the Beyond program, demonstrating an interest in aviation, or
achievement in a variety of subjects including Mathematics, Science or another related
elective.

On arrival students were met by their First Officer (experienced Load Master) where they
were taken through their pre-flight briefing involving primary controls, instruments, and
procedures necessary for take-off. They picked an airport from which to take-off and land,
including locations such as London, Sydney, Honolulu, New York and San Francisco. During
flight they managed airspeed, the plane’s altitude, monitored for other air traffic and



completed all real-life aircraft checklists. They also had a choice of flying under a bridge,
attempting an aircraft carrier touch-and-go, or performing a barrel roll — lucky passengers!

Students were also able to experience simulated free-flight using Virtual Reality on the
Icaros. They picked from a range of agility, battle and exploration games where they had to
fend off an alien attack, improve their high score by racing through hoops, or navigate
through winding paths and tunnel.

Thank you to the School Board for making this possible and to Jen Comans and Wendy Chen
for helping deliver this enrichment experience to students.

The Mathematics Faculty

1-James in London









Beyond wrap-up

This year, our Beyond students have participated in a wide range of enrichment activities,
both within and outside school. These opportunities have also been open to other
interested students within the school, and we have really enjoyed seeing the strong
enthusiasm of our students and their willingness to put their hands up for these enrichment
experiences.

One of the highlights this year was UCHSK’s participation in the Student Debate as a curtain
raiser at the Great Debate, which is held each year at the National Library of Australia as an
initiative of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia This year was the first year that
student debaters participated in this event, with UCHSK fielding both of the teams that
debated the topic, ‘Social media should be restricted to people aged 16 and older.

As part of their participation, our students were coached by Australian Debate Champion,
Professor Richard Holden. The process of preparing and presenting their debate was filmed
by the Academy of Social Sciences, to be used as a school resource across Australia.

the debate video featuring UC Kaleen High School students is now live and available using
this link: https://youtu.be/D8ckfQr wzl

Other highlights for Beyond this year included an excursion to the Ancient Egypt Exhibition
at the National Museum of Australia, success at the Tournament of Minds Competition, a
strong improvement in the Ethics Olympiad, and numerous subject-specific enrichment
incursions across the school.

We continue to look for ways to improve Beyond and how it is offered to our students. As a
program still in its infancy (2024 marks the second year of Beyond at UCHSK), we are
continuously evaluating the way this program operates. Term 4 has seen the introduction of
elective Ethics Seminars, in which Beyond students nominate which Seminars they are most
interested in attending. This is a different model to what has been offered previously, where
Ethics Seminars have been offered by year level. We look forward to continuing to develop
how our Ethics Seminars are offered so that students are best able to access this aspect of
the Beyond Program.

Overall, 2024 has seen the Beyond Program continue to grow and evolve so that we can best
offer our Gifted and Talented students with opportunities for Extension and Enrichment.

School Youth Work Update



https://youtu.be/D8ckfQr_wzI

Breaking Through Program — Year 8 boys

During Term 4 we have been running a group program called RAGE: Renavigating Anger &
Guilty Emotions. This is held every Tuesday morning and the group of boys that attend have
been learning how to work in groups and how to manage their emotions. They have lots of
fun and have enjoyed learning many new skills such as cooking , learning to listen and
respect each other and learning how to express anger in a healthy way.

In week 7 they learnt about healthy food choices for a healthy mind and body, and they had
lots of fun making fruit salad. Here are a few photos of the fun.

From the Youth Workers

Corey and Lily




Positive Behaviours for Learning - End-of-Year Wrap-Up




As the school year comes to a close, it’s a great time to celebrate the outstanding efforts and
achievements of our students through the Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) initiative.

KARE Card Winners and Bowling Reward

A special congratulations to our KARE Card high achievers! This year, our top PBL students
will be rewarded with a bowling session, recognising their commitment to embodying the
school’s values. Thank you for your consistent efforts to demonstrate kindness, achievement,
respect, and engagement—this is well-deserved!

Class Rewards Recap

Throughout the year, our PBL initiative has encouraged healthy competition among PC
classes. Here’s a look back at our winners who have exemplified outstanding participation:

e Term 2 Winner: PC 8.7
e Term 3 Winner: PC7.2
e Term 4 Prediction: PC 7.6 (Keep it up, you’re on track to take the crown!)

Winning PC classes were rewarded as a group, fostering a sense of teamwork and pride in
their collective success. Well done to all students for their efforts!

KARE PC WINNER CERTIFICATE
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Positive Incidents This Term

This term alone, we’ve logged about an incredible 4,700 positive incidents! From acts of
kindness and respectful behaviour to demonstrating excellence in learning, these moments
showcase the vibrant, supportive, and positive culture we’re building together at our school.

Fortnightly Focus Highlights

This term, our fortnightly focuses have supported students in finishing the year on a positive
and productive note:

o Week 3: We are prepared for assessments — Students worked hard to stay organized
and ready for their evaluations.



e Week 5: We care for our learning environments — Students have stepped up to keep
classrooms and shared spaces tidy and welcoming for all.

e  Week 7: We finish strong — Let’s end the year with determination, effort, and pride in
our achievements!

Looking Ahead

As we transition into the new year, let’s carry forward the lessons and habits developed
through PBL. Remember, every small positive action contributes to creating a stronger

school community.

Thank you to all students, staff, and families for your unwavering support and dedication to
the PBL program. Here’s to another year of growth and success!

Career Hub news

D G
Career Hub NGk

As we wrap up the year, we’re thrilled to celebrate the incredible achievements of our Year 9
and 10 students in career development!

e Work Experience Success: Over 80 students have successfully participated in Work
Experience (WEX) placements this year, gaining invaluable insights into their chosen
industries. We've received wonderful feedback from both students and employers,
highlighting the positive impact of these experiences.

e Exciting ASbA Opportunities: Five students have been offered Australian School-
based Apprenticeships (ASbAs), allowing them to combine work and study in fields
they’re passionate about. Congratulations to these students on taking the next big

step in their career journeys!

Looking back, highlights such as the Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) presentation and
National Careers Week brought fresh perspectives and resources for students to explore
their career aspirations. In August, the Canberra CareersXpo provided an invaluable
opportunity for Year 10 students to engage directly with employers and training providers.

We’re incredibly proud of the hard work and dedication shown by our students and look
forward to more success stories in the new year. For those continuing to explore career



pathways, remember the school’s Career Hub and WEX opportunities remain a great
resource.

Thank you to all the staff, parents, guardians, and employers who have supported these
initiatives. Together, we’re helping our students build bright futures!

Need to Know

Canteen - end of year closure

Dear families! Thank you for your ongoing support of the UCHSK canteen in 2024.

Please note we will be closed on Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th December 2024.

Please ensure your student has sufficient food and drink if they attend school on these days.

School medication




Please pick up any medication
from the front office before the
end of the school year.

Medication 2025 < X /

+

Wherever possible, regular medication
should be in a pharmacy prepared
dosette (Webster pack). Short term
medication, liquid and topical prescribed
medication must be administered from
its original container, bearing the original
label and instructions, and before the
expiry or use by date.

Lost property

We have a large collection of items (mainly clothing) in our lost property from semester 2
2024.

Please encourage your student to come and look through the items prior to the end of
term. We will donate any unlabelled clothes that are not collected.

2025 school year equity fund is open




To ease the pressure of back-to-school costs, eligible Canberra families can apply now for
2025 Future of Education Equity Fund payments.

The Equity Fund supports eligible low-income families and independent students from
preschool through year 12 with a one-off, annual payment to help cover the costs associated
with schooling such as uniforms, sport equipment and activities, tuition and music lessons.

The 2025 school year payments for eligible families are $400 (preschool), $500 (primary
school), and $750 (high school and college).

Payments of completed applications will begin earlier than previous years, with the first
payments to families expected from 6 January 2025.

Families will have until the end of November 2025 to apply for the Fund. Check your
eligibility and find more information about supporting documents on the Equity Fund
webpage.

2025 Future of Education Equity Fund
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Family Contributions 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for your support of UCHSK through your voluntary contributions in 2024.

These funds have contributed directly to the educational resources for your students this
year.

In particular towards the purchase of educational resources and educational subscriptions
used across the school.


https://www.education.act.gov.au/support-for-our-students/financial-and-resource-assistance-for-families

Library Fund

General 1410 & Subject 1735 Contribution

40,000 80,000

In the above graph, the green bar graph shows the financial benefit to the school if every
parent/carer paid the full amount for:

- Library Fund — Tax deductible
- Subject Contribution
- General Contribution

The orange bar on the graph below indicates the amount the school has received so far in
2024 from parent/carer contributions.

MyWay
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MyWay+ guide for primary and secondary students
MyWay+ provides the option to use a physical MyWay+ travel card or a new contactless or digital option. With
MyWay+ you choose what works for you.

The wide range of payment options for bus and light rail travel include:

* MyWay+ card (physical travel card available at MyWay+ retail outlets).

* MyWay+ pass (digital ticket available within the MyWay+ app)

 Printed ticket (purchased through your MyWay+ account or at a ticket vending machine)
® Mastercard or Visa (physical card or digital card stored on your smart phone or watch)

Fares remain the same with MyWay+, with fares as low as $1.22. Primary and full time secondary students can
access these reduced fares no matter how they choose to travel.

To ensure they receive the right fare, students need to always tap on and tap off with the same card or
device and carry proof of concession.

MyWay+ options for primary and secondary students

Create a MyWay+ account MyWay+ travel card

AMWays account offers personalised and AMyWay+ travel card can be purchased with a student
convenient travel management. A MyWay+ concession from a MyWay: retail outlet. This card can then be
account allows the user to: linked to a MyWay+ account with its preferred payment option.
* order a MyWay+ travel card Ifthe card is not linked to a MyWay+ account, travel will be
o transfer old MyWay travel credit anonymous and credit will need to be applied to allow travel.
* use a MyWay+ travel card or contactless Secondary students must provide proof of concession (ie
payment method (Mastercard or Visa), student ID) card at the time of purchase.
linked to the MyWay+ account
_ To add travel credit to your MyWay+ travel card:
* register a student concession for discounted
travel * visit a MyWay+ retail outlet
* view travel and transaction history * use a ticket vending machine
* customise real time journey notifications in * top up online through the MyWay+ account or
the MyWay+ app. MyWay+ app.
MyWay+ travel cards can also be ordered through your
MyWay+ account.

Student concession expiry:

Student concessions will expire on 31 December 2025. They will then need to be renewed each year and the
account holder will receive an email reminder to revalidate their concession. If the concession is not updated,
the student account will revert to a standard account and the user will be charged the full adult rate for travel on
public transport.

School Board Vacancies

POSITIONS VACANT: UCHSKaleen School Board Member

The UCHSKaleen School Board is responsible for setting the strategic direction of the school
and acting in the best interests of the school and its students.

The board meets regularly throughout the year and is comprised of representative members
from various stakeholder groups e.g. parent/caregiver members, P&C association and/or
local community members, staff members, and student members (applicable to high school
and college students).

Several board positions will become vacant in March 2025 and we will seek nominations in
early Term 1 to fill the following roles:

e 1x student member — 31 Mar 2025 term 1
e 1x P&C member — 31 March term1
e 1x P&C member —31 March term 1

To learn more about the roles and responsibilities of board members, visit the School Boards
page.


https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/get-involved-in-your-childs-school/school_boards
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/get-involved-in-your-childs-school/school_boards
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/get-involved-in-your-childs-school/school_boards

Further information about the nomination process will be provided early Term 1.

Community News
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Volunteers will help repair toys, small furniture, small electrical items (we also

test and tag), lawn mowers, leather goods, bikes, clothes, leather
goods, garden tools and sharpening

Advice on apple devices and apps

Hawker Recycling Station - Lids 4 Kids Zero Waste Warrior Tub Swap and Go
exchange

1P available to witness documents

LIVE MUSIC

Made~Lecal, market

Eco friendly handmade gifts, toys, jewellery, textiles, garden ornaments,
home produce, flowers, soaps, pre-loved tools, art, plants, books, puzzles,
bric-a-brac and more

SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER 2024
10:00AM TO 1:00PM

Gold coin donation at the gate, sausage sizzle, cake stall and hot drinks

Hawlker International Softball Centre, Wallhallow Street, Hawker

Check us out (and get the dates for upcoming events) on Facebook (@Hawker
Community Repair Cafe) or www.hawkermensshed.com.au
hawkermensshed@gmail.com

Belconnen Junior Bowls Academy
School Holiday Camp

‘Welcome to Belconnen Junior Bowls Academy.

Looking for something to do during holidays? Why not give lawn
bowls a go?

‘We are looking for young goers 8-18 years to participate in a two
day fun Camp at Belconnen Bowling Club in January 2025.

Camp: 10.00am to 12.00pm Saturday — Sunday 18-19 January 2025

To register: Call Belconnen Bowling Club 6254 2157 or email
bbeadmin@iinet au. Bowls office will contact you to confirm attendance

Cost: no charge — club will provide barbg lunch, soft drinks, sunscreen, bowls
and equipment.

Contacts: Coordinator Phill Beggs Mobile: 0409 392 758
Belconnen Bowling Club: 02-62564 2157
Email: bbcadmin@iinet net.au

‘Where: Belconnen Bowling Club, Bestaloo Strett Hawker ACT.

What to wear/bring: Comfortable sport attire, bare feet ok, flat soled shoes
{sneakers ok}, hat, water bottle.

Parking: Ample parking greenside at Club.
Entrance to Clubhouse: Report to clubhouse to report attendance.

‘What to Expect:
* Basic instruction at beginner’s level
* Plan to have a fun, learning experience on how to bowl and enjoy.
s Activities include novelty events to suit all age groups.
* Above all, walk away looking forward to your next lawn bowls activity.



Contact Us

UC High School Kaleen
104 Baldwin Drive
Kaleen 2617

61420490

www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au

UCHSKaleen.infomation@ed.act.edu.au



https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/
mailto:UCHSKaleen.infomation@ed.act.edu.au
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