
 
 

Tuesday 5th April 
Australian Geography   

Competition 
 
 

Friday 8th April 
Last day of Term 1 

 
 

Monday 25th April 
ANZAC Day 

 
 

Tuesday 26th April 
First day of Term 2 

 
 

Weds 27th - Fri 29th April 
Oceansports Camp 

 
 

Tues 10th - Fri 20th May 
NAPLAN testing period 

 
 
 
 

Important Dates 

       March 2022 

Dear UCHSK Community, 

A strong partnership between home and school is critical to the success of your child and 
at the heart of this partnership are good lines of communication.  Thank you to all the 
parents and carers who engaged in our week 6 online Parent Teacher Interviews.  In    
recent times we have purposefully placed these interviews at points in the semester 
where there is the greatest opportunity to positively impact the learning of your child.  
The week 6 interviews were an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and discuss 
their engagement in classes in the early part of this semester.   

We will run a second set of Parent Teacher Interviews in week 4 of term 2.  At this time, 
teachers will be able to provide a clear indication of progress, and feedback on what is 
still required to achieve success for their semester’s work.  Additional information will be 
provided to families about our week 4 Parent Teacher Interviews early in term 2.         
Currently, we are still uncertain if these interviews will again occur online or if we will 
return to a face to face arrangement.   

In the meantime, to support your child’s learning, our semester 1 Assessment Calendars 
can be found on our school website here.  These calendars are designed to complement 
the Unit Outlines and Google Guardian Summaries. They provide a one-page summary of 
all assessment items in terms 1 and 2, for all students.  Feedback from families suggests 
they are best used when placed somewhere visible in your home, where they can inform 
a regular conversation between parents/carers and your children.  I encourage you to sit 
down with your child and take a look. 

As we come to the end of term 1, it’s almost time for NAPLAN testing again. NAPLAN will 
occur in Weeks 3 and 4 of term 2 and it assesses, against agreed national standards, how 
students are progressing in literacy and numeracy from Year 3 to Year 9. We are all very 
aware of the limitations of NAPLAN, but it still has a role to play in providing parents and 
the school, information on student progress.  At the school level, NAPLAN is one measure 
that we use to determine the effectiveness of our programs. We then compare this     
information with classroom assessments, PAT (Progressive Attainment Test) results and 
other data, to make sure that we are doing everything we can to meet the individual 
needs of our students  

http://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/our_curriculum/2020_assessment_calendar


Principal’s Desk 

You can’t study for NAPLAN and there should be no pressure felt by the student.  However, I would like to ask 

parents and carers to speak to their child about the importance of doing their best (just as they would in any other 

UCHSK test) and that doing their best is definitely good enough. Giving something your best shot, is in itself, an 

important life skill.  

Further information about NAPLAN is provided for families later in this newsletter.  More will follow early next 

term, including the option to withdraw your child, should this be the right decision for your family. 

Over the last couple of weeks, a couple of important dates have popped up on the calendar that align strongly with 

who we are at UCHSK.  March 18th was the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence, with the theme 

being Kindness Culture.  March 21st was Harmony Day, celebrating the message that Everyone Belongs.  At UCHSK 

we pride ourselves on our inclusive and kind culture and we are always striving to further improve.  One way we are 

growing our culture of inclusion, is by actively creating opportunities for all students to increase their participation 

in UCHSK life. In 2022 there are a wide range of ‘clubs’ students can be a part of, to help build a sense of belonging 

to our school.  These operate before and after school, and at recess and lunch.  They vary from agriculture to 

sports, Rainbow Connection (for LGBTQI+ students and allies) and the arts.  The clubs roster can be found later in 

this newsletter. I encourage all students to consider where they could be more involved here at school.  Not only is 

it great for student wellbeing, but any participation contributes to points for their house, contributing to a healthy 

bit of house competition. 

Last but not least, in the previous newsletter I welcomed a number of new UCHSK staff for 2022.  Unfortunately, a 

couple of staff were left of that list.  I would like to welcome Lauren Heyward (in PE) and Brenton Reid (in 

Technology).  Already both have made a significant impact on our kids. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Daniel Mowbray 

Principal 



Family Contributions 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Each year UC High School Kaleen requests voluntary contributions from families to help support and enrich learning 
throughout our school.  

Contributions to the Library Fund are now due. These contributions are tax deductible and will support learning 
opportunities through the purchase of: 

• Subscriptions to online learning platforms, which support deeper student learning and research (Mathspace, 
Stile and others) 

• Updated subject specific textbooks 

• Library based ICT resources available to all students 

• Fiction and nonfiction texts used for in class study, research, and leisure reading 

 

The requested Library Fund contributions for 2022 are: 

$200 for the first child 

$100 for the second child 

 

General & Subject contributions ($300) will be due in week 2 of term 3. 

 

Your contribution is greatly valued and enables our school to deliver high quality educational programs for all     
students. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Please note: The payment of all contributions is voluntary. The Education Act 2004 states that your child will not be refused  
benefits or services if you choose not to contribute. Individual records of contributions are confidential. 

 

 

FAMILY CONTRIBUTIONS 2022    Student Name:                                        Year: 

Payment method: 

 M/Card  Visa   Cash  Eftpos  Quick Web Payment* 

Quick Web Payment can be found on our website here. 

I hereby give authority for payment to be made from my credit card. My credit card details are: 

Card no: □□□□×□□□□×□□□□×□□□□  

Expiry date: ____ / ____   Cardholder Name: _______________________________   Date:   

Cardholder’s Signature: __________________________            Amount: $_______ 

________ 

https://www.kaleenhs.act.edu.au/payment


Family Contributions 2022 

 

The blue bar on the graph below shows the financial benefit to the school if every parent/carer paid the full 

amount for: 

• Library Fund – Tax deductible 

• Subject Contribution 

• General Contribution 

The orange bar on the graph below indicates the amount the school has received so far in 2022 from Parent / 

Carer contributions.  

 



COVID -19 Information for families 

Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) 

 

• If your child tests positive with a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT): 

• they should isolate for 7 days and follow the guidance on the 

COVID-19 website, and 

• register their positive RAT result with ACT Health using the online 

form, and  

• tell your child’s school if your child was at school during the time 

they may have been infectious.  

• Registering a RAT result using the online form means ACT Health can 

contact you and provide further information and support if required. 

• If your child has tested negative with a RAT but has ongoing COVID-19 

symptoms, they should have a PCR test. If the PCR test is positive, they 

should follow the guidance for people with COVID-19. If the PCR test is 

negative, they may return to school when they are well. 

 

 

Household (high risk) contacts 

• If your child is in quarantine because someone in your household has COVID-19, they cannot attend school during the 

quarantine time period. They are required to quarantine as a household (high risk) contact. 

• As a household (high risk) contact, it’s important that your child stays in quarantine for the full 7 days, even if they 

have returned an initial negative COVID-19 test during this time. 

• Once your child has completed their quarantine period, they can return to school, if they: 

• do not have any symptoms of COVID-19, and  

•   have had a negative exit quarantine test. 

 

Information about children and COVID-19 is available on the ACT COVID-19 website. 

 

 

Boosters 

• Boosters are recommended for everyone aged 16 and over who received their second dose more than three 

months ago. 

• A booster dose will give even more protection from severe illness with COVID-19. 

• Appointments are readily available at ACT Government COVID-19 vaccination clinics by calling 5124 7700 or going 

online and using MyDHR. 

• You can also get your booster from your local GP or pharmacy using the Vaccine Clinic Finder.  

 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/children-and-covid-19


Student Leadership Group  

Over the past few weeks students have been nominating and voting for their classmates to represent them as part of the 
2022 Student Leadership Group (SLG).  
 
This year the SLG has expanded to be more representative of the student body and we have added a student 
representative from our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community, a junior school and a senior school 
representative from Rainbow Connection (our student body for LGBTQI+ students), and a representative from each year 
level for students in Inclusive Education. 
 
The process of selecting student representatives was finalised in Week 6 and our new SLG has had a number of meetings 
since then where they are starting to map out some ideas for UCHSK this year.  
 
We are pleased to announce that the SLG for 2022 is: 

School Captains 
Dakota T 
Oliver C 
Arden P 
Raya D 

Rainbow Connection 
Senior school - Jazzy W 
Junior School - Salem D 
 

Inclusive Education 
Year 7 - Lincoln K 
Year 8 - Cameron L 
Year 9 - Perrine G 
Year 10 - William F and  Eliot F 
 

Year 9 
Riley G 
Lacey D 
Jasper G 
Annie J  

Year 10 
Jorja W  
Hannah B  
Ehlana K 
Zia A 

Year 8 
Charlie D 
Corey H 
Lucy S 
Maeve H 

Year 7 
Sofia D 
Jasper D 
Karim E 
Belinda M 

We congratulate these students on their selection to the SLG and look forward to the amazing plans they have for 
UCHSK in 2022. 
Ms Wilson, Mr Woolnough and Mr Laenen (Teachers coordinating the SLG) 



Visual Arts 

Visual Arts Term 1 2022 

What’s been happening in the Visual Arts? …… Painting! Drawing! And Sculpting! 

 

  

 

Year 7 have been exploring  

colour and shape creating    

vibrant ‘bug and beetle’ pastels    

drawings.  

Year 8 Digital Art have been experimenting with painting 

techniques by learning tools and new applications with a    

stylise using their chrome books. Year 8 Art have applied 

paint techniques through the investigation of warm and cool 

colours, experimenting with texture and paint media.         

Students consider how colour can express a mood in their 

artwork. 

 

Year 9/10 students have been busy brainstorming 

and creating larger artworks. We look forward to 

seeing these around our school when these are 

completed. How talented are our students!  



Visual Arts  

Thank you again to Faith Kerehona, our visiting Artist in Residence, and to all the students in their contribution to this  

major school Mural Project.  

Ms Briedis, Visual Art Teacher  

Sculpture & ceramics class has been busy exploring Raku, Porcelain and 

Terracotta clays and experimenting with different hand 

building techniques, creating fabulous animal creatures.  

 

Lunchtime Art on Fridays has been a 

lovely breaktime for students to come 

to the Art room and relax, create and   

explore their interests in Art activities.  

 



SOSE  

The SOSE and Languages team can’t believe that Term 1 is almost over! It certainly has gone fast and our students 
have already covered so much.  
 
Our Year 7s are well into the swing of high school, and they’ve spent a lot of this term developing the skills they will 
need to be high school historians over the next four years.  
 
The Year 10s unfortunately did not get to see the performance of ‘Vietnam, Dusted Off’ this week, however, we 

have rescheduled this event for Tuesday, Week 10 during our SOSE lesson. This really is a great performance and 

we know the Year 10s will get a lot out of it.   

 

SOSE research tasks will be distributed in Week 9. Your child should have received some individualised feedback 

from their classroom teacher regarding their progress and what they can focus on to continue growing their skills in 

History this semester. Referring back to the Essential Learnings and Proficiency Scales will help them identify exactly 

what they need to do to achieve success in the research task.  

 

Those students who are keen to challenge themselves with the research task will be able to link their work to the 

theme ‘Causes and Consequences’ and have their work considered for entry in the National History Challenge. 

 

For Year 9 students there is the opportunity to extend themselves on this task by responding to the inquiry  

question for the Simpson Prize, a highly prestigious nationwide competition that awards state and territory  

winners with study tours within Australia and overseas. 

Our Japanese students have been smashing it in the Education 

Perfect World Championships, with a number of our students 

and classes rated very highly. In fact, UCHSK won first place in the 

ACT for our category (schools with 101-250 Japanese language 

students) and sixth school overall in the ACT! Our top five  

students were Isabel M, Yalda S, Lotte H,  Arden P and Alex M.  

A huge congratulations to all the students who participated and 

helped us achieve such success! 

We want to thank all our students and families for their support this term and we are looking forward to another 

great term in a few weeks. 

Vocational Learning Options 

The following Vocational Learning Options are currently open: 

• Hair and Beauty 

• Building and Construction 

• Companion Animal Services 

Information regarding these has been put on the Careers Ed Google Classroom and on our school facebook page. 

Please see Ms Thomas for more information. 



NAPLAN 

 

NAPLAN Online assessments will be held across Australia from 10 - 20 May 2022 (Week 3 and Week 4 Term 2). 

 

NAPLAN, which is a part of the National Assessment Program (NAP), is how governments, education authorities and 

schools can determine whether young Australians are reaching important educational goals.  

NAPLAN Online is a more engaging assessment that adjusts questions to each student’s achievement level. It also delivers 

more precise results to schools and parents more quickly. 

NAPLAN provides valuable information to schools and parents about literacy and numeracy achievement. It supports 

school improvement processes by enabling teachers to monitor student progress over time and to identify areas of 

strength and development.  

All eligible students are encouraged and supported to participate in NAPLAN testing.  

To support our students become familiar with the online test administration platform, UCHSK will be participating in a 

practice test session.  A nationally coordinated practice test is scheduled for Thursday 24 March 2022 with schools    

needing to be online at 11:30am.  This nationally coordinated event aims to replicate the NAPLAN online assessment as 

closely as possible, including the expected numbers of students participating at any one time.  Year 7 students will     

complete this practice test during the nationally coordinated event.   

The practice test session window will be open from Monday 21 March until Friday 8 April (Week 8, Week 9 and Week 

10, Term 1) 2022.   Students in Year 9, and students from both Year 7 and Year 9 who attend Small Group classes will 

complete the practice test at some time during this window, to be determined by their class teachers. 

The aim of these familiarisation opportunities is to help students understand and be comfortable with the format of the 

test.  They are not intended as academic indicators of a child’s achievement. The practice test does not assess student 

performance and has been developed as a familiarisation activity. 

As a parent or carer, you can become familiar with NAPLAN Online tests by visiting the public demonstration site, http://

bit.ly/naplanonline. The purpose of the site is to familiarise students with the type of items they will see on NAPLAN 

Online and related functionalities. You may also like to visit www.nap.edu.au to see interactive versions of the tests and 

other published resources. 

If you have questions or concerns around your child’s participation in NAPLAN Online 2022, please contact Carol Ellis 

(Carol.Ellis@ed.act.edu.au), NAPLAN Coordinator, or Jenelle Reynolds (Jenelle.Reynolds@ed.act.edu.au), SLC of Inclusive 

Education. 

 

 

http://bit.ly/naplanonline
http://bit.ly/naplanonline
http://www.nap.edu.au/
mailto:Carol.Ellis@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Jenelle.Reynolds@ed.act.edu.au


NAPLAN Key Dates 

 

Term 1 

Week 8  Thursday 24 March:  Year 7  Practice Test (during Period 2, Math or Science classes) 

Week 8 – Week 10:   Year 9  Practice Test (during English classes, to be determined by teachers) 

Week 8 – Week 10:   Year 7 and Year 9 Small Group classes  Practice Test (during normal class time, to be              

determined by teachers) 

 

Term 2 

Week 3 Tuesday 10 May – Week 4 Friday 20 May: NAPLAN testing period  

School Club Roster 

 



PE/School Sport update  

 

 

 

 

 

School Sport ACT Scholarship fund 

The benefits of sports participation for children go far beyond general well-being and the need to be physically active. 
Children playing sport not only learn to cooperate with others, form friendships and build resilience, they can also    
develop a positive self-esteem as they achieve personal goals. 

School Sport ACT (SSACT) provides services to over 50,000 students each year through its support of school, regional, 
state and national events. 

From this 50,000, many hundreds trial for state team selection. Over 700 students are selected to represent the ACT 
across 17 sports each year. A figure that is unknown, is the hundreds of students that do not trial for selection, in their 
sport of passion, as their family simply cannot afford the expense of representative sport. 

The School Sport ACT Scholarship Fund aims to provide assistance to families that may be unable to meet the financial 
requirements to accept the selection of their child to an ACT representative team. 

The Scholarship Fund is open to applications from students travelling interstate to attend a School Sport Australia 
Championship. Students attending an ACT hosted Championship are not eligible. 

Only a custodial parent or guardian who is financially responsible for the student may apply for a scholarship for a    
student who is attending a School Sport ACT (SSACT) member school within the ACT. 

To be considered, each application must be endorsed and signed by the student’s Principal. This will include a           
confirmation of enrolment status, attendance and endorsement for each applicant. 

To be eligible to apply, the applicant must be able to demonstrate financial need by providing evidence which is        
outlined in the application form.  

Successful scholarship recipients will receive a payment of $500 which will be deducted directly from their total team 
fees amount prior to their respective Championship. If the student withdraws before departure the payment will      
remain within the Fund. First time applicants will be given preference over those who have already received funds in 
that calendar year. 

If you are interested in getting more information or an application form for the School Sport ACT Scholarship Fund, 
please contact Mr Passier or Mr Williams in the PE staffroom . 

 

 



PE/School Sport Update 

School Carnivals update 

If anyone is wondering if it has been pretty quiet on the School Carnivals front, you would be 100% correct. Due 

to COVID-19 and the directive from the Education Directorate, we have had to cancel all whole school events for 

Term 1. This has meant that the hotly contested UCHS Kaleen Swimming Carnival has been  cancelled and the 

Athletics Carnival has been postponed.  

 

 

The UCHSK Running Festival (Cross Country Carnival) has 

the stamp of approval to go ahead and we have again 

booked into Stromlo Running Track in Week 4, Term 2 

(Friday 20th May). We expect permission notes to be 

handed out to students by Week 2,  Term 2.   

 

 

In other news, School Sport ACT Swimming Championships are 

fast  approaching in Week 2 Term 2, Friday 6th of May. Thank 

you to all those students that have nominated themselves for 

the competition. The PE staff will be informed of the students 

who are successful in qualifying for the Championships in Week 

8 or 9. Permission notes will be handed out in Week 10.  

 

School Sport Update  

The impact of COVID-19 has meant all interschool sport competitions were cancelled for Term 1, 2022. There is 

some certainty now with interschool sports being allowed, and School Sport ACT are in planning mode for  

competitions to start back in Term 2. For students interested in representing the school in School Sport, we will 

have sign up sheets outside of the PE staffroom, before the trials for these teams.  

Sports that are on offer for Term 2 are:  

• Volleyball 

• Rugby league 

• North Region and ACT Cross Country Carnivals.  

 

Students are reminded to keep an ear out during the Daily Notices in PC, in order to find out about upcoming 

trials for school teams. For our new families to UCHSK, the team sport competitions are based on Years 7 & 8, 

and Years 9 & 10. Students can join the UCHSK School Sport Google Classroom for notifications about trials, 

postponements and other school sport communication. The Google Classroom code is: gvridpf 



Community News 

  



Community News 

 



 

Student Injury Information 

 
Insurance and Ambulance Transport 

The Education and Training Directorate does not provide any insurance cover for injury, disease or illness 

to students resulting from school activities or school-organised excursions. Claims for compensation are 

met where there is a legal liability to do so.  Liability is not automatic and depends on the circumstances in 

which any injury, disease or illness was sustained. You should therefore consider whether taking out 

personal insurance cover for your child is warranted. 

 

  

Communications 

Occasionally parents/carers need to contact young people at 

school. The school will make every effort to facilitate 

immediate contact in an emergency or otherwise urgent 

situation.  

However, we ask that parents/carers be patient with the 

school in the case of non-urgent situations. School staff will 

endeavour to get messages to students in a way that 

minimises disruption to student learning.  

The school minimises the use of the PA system for this 

reason. The PA system will generally not be used to contact 

individual students. In non-urgent situations students will be 

asked to make contact with parents during recess or lunch 

breaks.   

Student absences 

Please note the number to call if your child is going 

to be absent from school is:  

6142 0484  

 

We would appreciate contact with the school be-

fore 9.15am. A message can be left on the school 

answering machine prior to 8.30am or email to 

UCHSKaleen.Rolls@ed.act.edu.au  

Newsletter 

 

UCHS Kaleen newsletters are sent home via email 

and displayed on our website for viewing by our 

school community.   

 

Parents are often advised of school activities and 

events in the newsletters so it is very important that 

you advise us of any changes to your email address. 

Chromebooks 

A reminder to all students that Chrome-

books must be brought to school fully 

charged and labelled for identification.  

We do not have spare devices available 

for students to use. 


