
 

 

COVID-19 and Term 3 in ACT public schools 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we welcome back students for the start of Term 3, there are some minor changes to 
school operations for ACT public schools as we continue to adapt to living with the COVID-
19 pandemic.  These changes relate to the use of the Check in CBR app and interstate 
excursions. 
 
The Chief Health Officer is now strongly encouraging all adult visitors to schools, including 
parents and carers dropping off children, to use the Check In CBR app.  We are asking adults 
– parents, carers and visitors to use the Check In CBR app when they enter school grounds. 
The general rule is that if you leave your vehicle and enter school grounds, find a QR code 
and check in.  Although schools do have sign-in requirements via their front offices, not all 
visitors to schools enter through the front office – for example, parents and carers dropping 
off or picking up their children from playgrounds. This will make contact tracing far easier if 
we have a confirmed case at a school.   
 
The Education Directorate are now mandating that most interstate excursions should not 
proceed at this time, given the recent outbreaks in Australia and the risk posed by travel.  
However, lower risk camps and excursions to the local area can still go ahead.  This includes 
to neighbouring Local Government Areas in South East NSW including Yass Valley, Goulburn 
Mulwaree, Queanbeyan-Palerang, Snowy Monaro, Snowy Valley, Eurobodalla, Bega Valley 
and Shoalhaven.  Therefore, the UCHSK ski trip in week 3 can proceed at this time. 
 
While some Canberra students may be disappointed not to go further afield, this will mean 
some excursions (including those planned by UCHSK) can proceed because the destinations 
are lower risk and geographically closer, and that groups can return quickly by road travel if 
needed.  The recent cases across Australia are a reminder of the importance of this.   
 
Members of some school communities have been keen to clarify whether staff and students 
will need to wear masks when they return to school. Masks are not required to be worn by 
students and staff in school.  However, anyone is free to wear a mask to school if they 
choose and staff, parent volunteers and students aged 13 and above are encouraged to 
wear masks if visiting a crowded indoor venue off-campus, for example, on an excursion.   
 

A reminder that families who have travelled interstate during the school holidays should 
check the ACT Government’s COVID-19 website and follow the health advice if you have 
been in any of the exposure locations listed.  

It is also important to remember that everyone in the ACT should be following COVID Safe 
practices. If your child is unwell, they need to stay home and get tested with even mild 
symptoms. 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/updates


 

 

 

You can find updated questions and answers on the Education Directorate’s revised ACT 
public schools COVID-19 document on the COVID-19 school arrangements page.   
 
Regards, 
 
 
Daniel Mowbray 
Principal 
University of Canberra High School Kaleen 
 
 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1714320/COVID-19-Placemat-for-publication-1-March-2021.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1714320/COVID-19-Placemat-for-publication-1-March-2021.pdf

